
  

Welcome to St. Paul’s Episcopal Church 
1528 Oakdale Road, Modesto, CA 95355 - (209) 522-3267  

www.saintpaulsmodesto.org 
 The Third Sunday of Easter 

April 19, 2026 

Mission Statement 
We are a worshipping, inquiring and inclusive community united in Jesus’ name 
to change the world. 

Welcoming Statement 
We invite everyone to join in the communal life of the body of Christ, through 
participation and leadership in this congregation, and by fully sharing in the life 
and sacraments of this church. We affirm that each person is a child of God, and 
that those of every race, ethnicity, creed, age, gender, marital status, physical or 
mental ability, sexual orientation and gender identity are called to be one with us. 
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Prelude         Chuck Sheaffer 

Processional Hymn: #296 We know that Christ is raised and dies no more  

In the name of God; Creator, Christ and Holy Spirit 
Amen. 

Alleluia! Christ is Risen! 
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

  

The Gloria 
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The Collect 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 

Let us pray: 

Pause 
O God, whose blessed Son made himself known to his disciples in the break-
ing of bread: Open the eyes of our faith, that we may behold him in all his 
redeeming work; who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spir-
it, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

 

We sit for the first readings 
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The First Reading – Acts 2:14a, 36-41 

Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed the crowd, 
“Let the enƟre house of Israel know with certainty that God has made him 
both Lord and Messiah, this Jesus whom you crucified.” 

Now when they heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter 
and to the other apostles, “Brothers, what should we do?” Peter said to 
them, “Repent, and be bapƟzed every one of you in the name of Jesus 
Christ so that your sins may be forgiven; and you will receive the giŌ of 
the Holy Spirit. For the promise is for you, for your children, and for all 
who are far away, everyone whom the Lord our God calls to him.” And he 
tesƟfied with many other arguments and exhorted them, saying, “Save 
yourselves from this corrupt generaƟon.” So those who welcomed his 
message were bapƟzed, and that day about three thousand persons were 
added. 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm 116:1-3, 10-17 

1 I love the LÊÙ�, because he has heard the voice of my supplicaƟon, * 
because he has inclined his ear to me whenever I called upon him. 
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2 The cords of death entangled me; 
the grip of the grave took hold of me; * 
I came to grief and sorrow. 

3 Then I called upon the Name of the LÊÙ�: * 
"O LÊÙ�, I pray you, save my life." 

10 How shall I repay the LÊÙ� * 
for all the good things he has done for me? 

11 I will liŌ up the cup of salvaƟon * 
and call upon the Name of the LÊÙ�. 

12 I will fulfill my vows to the LÊÙ� * 
in the presence of all his people. 

13 Precious in the sight of the LÊÙ� * 
is the death of his servants. 

14 O LÊÙ�, I am your servant; * 
I am your servant and the child of your handmaid; 
you have freed me from my bonds. 

15 I will offer you the sacrifice of thanksgiving * 
and call upon the Name of the LÊÙ�. 

16 I will fulfill my vows to the LÊÙ� * 
in the presence of all his people, 

17 In the courts of the LÊÙ�'S house, * 
in the midst of you, O Jerusalem. 
Hallelujah! 

The Second Reading – 1 Peter 1:17-23 

If you invoke as Father the one who judges all people imparƟally according 
to their deeds, live in reverent fear during the Ɵme of your exile. You know 
that you were ransomed from the fuƟle ways inherited from your ances-
tors, not with perishable things like silver or gold, but with the precious 
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blood of Christ, like that of a lamb without defect or blemish. He was 
desƟned before the foundaƟon of the world, but was revealed at the 
end of the ages for your sake. Through him you have come to trust in 
God, who raised him from the dead and gave him glory, so that your 
faith and hope are set on God. 

Now that you have purified your souls by your obedience to the truth 
so that you have genuine mutual love, love one another deeply from 
the heart. You have been born anew, not of perishable but of imper-
ishable seed, through the living and enduring word of God. 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

The Gradual Hymn – #204 Now the green blade riseth 

The Gospel Acclamation 

Alleluia, alleluia. 

Jesus said, ‘I am the resurrecƟon and the life. 

Those who believe in me, even though they die, will live, and everyone 
who lives and believes in me will never die.’ 

Alleluia. 

The Gospel Reading – Luke 24:13-35 

The Holy Gospel according to Luke 
Glory to you Lord Christ 

Now on that same day two of Jesus' disciples were going to a village 
called Emmaus, about seven miles from Jerusalem, and talking with 
each other about all these things that had happened. While they were 
talking and discussing, Jesus himself came near and went with them, 
but their eyes were kept from recognizing him. And he said to them, 
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“What are you discussing with each other while you walk along?” They 
stood sƟll, looking sad. Then one of them, whose name was Cleopas, an-
swered him, “Are you the only stranger in Jerusalem who does not know 
the things that have taken place there in these days?” He asked them, 
“What things?” They replied, “The things about Jesus of Nazareth, who was 

a prophet mighty in deed and word before God and all the people, and 
how our chief priests and leaders handed him over to be condemned to 

death and crucified him. But we had hoped that he was the one to redeem 
Israel. Yes, and besides all this, it is now the third day since these things 
took place. Moreover, some women of our group astounded us. They 
were at the tomb early this morning, and when they did not find his body 

there, they came back and told us that they had indeed seen a vision of an-
gels who said that he was alive. Some of those who were with us went to 
the tomb and found it just as the women had said; but they did not see 
him.” Then he said to them, “Oh, how foolish you are, and how slow of 
heart to believe all that the prophets have declared! Was it not necessary 
that the Messiah should suffer these things and then enter into his glory?” 
Then beginning with Moses and all the prophets, he interpreted to them 
the things about himself in all the scriptures. 

As they came near the village to which they were going, he walked ahead 
as if he were going on. But they urged him strongly, saying, “Stay with us, 
because it is almost evening and the day is now nearly over.” So he went in 
to stay with them. When he was at the table with them, he took bread, 
blessed and broke it, and gave it to them. Then their eyes were opened, 
and they recognized him; and he vanished from their sight. They said to 
each other, “Were not our hearts burning within us while he was talking to 
us on the road, while he was opening the scriptures to us?” That same hour 
they got up and returned to Jerusalem; and they found the eleven and their 
companions gathered together. They were saying, “The Lord has risen in-
deed, and he has appeared to Simon!” Then they told what had happened 
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on the road, and how he had been made known to them in the breaking 
of the bread. 

The Gospel of the Lord 
Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

The Sermon – Fr. Brian Dawson 

Nicene Creed 

During the Easter Season the creed is led from the font while the priest sprin-
kles the congregaƟon with water. 

We believe in one God, 
    the Father, the Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth, 
     of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
     the only Son of God, 
     eternally begoƩen of the Father, 
     God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, begoƩen, not made,  
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvaƟon 
he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary 
and became truly human. 

For our sake he was crucified under PonƟus Pilate; 
     he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
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      in accordance with the Scriptures; 
      he ascended into heaven 
      and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
       and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
       who proceeds from the Father, 
       who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
       who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one bapƟsm for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrecƟon of the dead, 
        and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

The Prayers of the People 

Blessings and CelebraƟons 

Birthday Prayer 

God of joy and celebraƟon, we thank you for the precious giŌ of life and for 
the unique journey that each day brings. As this(ese) your servant(s) cele-
brate(s) another year of life, we pray for your abundant blessings to be up-
on them. May your grace conƟnue to guide and shape their paths, filling 
their days with love, purpose, and joy. Amen 

Anniversary Prayer 

Blessed are you, O God, for in the good and the bad Ɵmes of our life you 
have stood lovingly by our sides.  
Bless those whose anniversaries we acknowledge this day. 
May they remain faithful and loving so that we may be true witnesses to 
the covenant you have made with us all. Amen. 
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Prayer for Those We Love 

Gracious God, we entrust all who are dear to us to your never-failing care 
and love, for this life and the life to come, knowing that you want for us all 
beƩer things than we can desire or pray for; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 

The Peace 
The peace of Christ, crucified and risen, be with you. Alleluia! 
And also with you. Alleluia! 
We are encouraged to share signs of  Christ’s peace with those around us 

 

Offertory Hymn - Earth Day Song-see insert 
 

    The Eucharistic Prayer 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 

LiŌ up your hearts.  
We liŌ them to the Lord.  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere  
to give thanks to you, Almighty God, Creator of heaven and earth. 

But chiefly are we bound to praise you  
for the glorious resurrecƟon of your Son Jesus Christ our Lord;  
for he is the true Paschal Lamb, who was sacrificed for us,  
and has taken away the sin of the world.  
By Christ’s death he has destroyed death,  
and by Christ’s rising to life again he has won for us everlasƟng life. 
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Therefore we praise you,  
joining our voices with Angels and Archangels  
and with all the company of heaven,  
who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love  
which you have made known to us in creaƟon;  
in the calling of Israel to be your people;  
in your Word spoken through the prophets;  
and above all in Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh.  

For in these last days you sent Jesus  
to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary,  
to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world.  
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In Christ, you have delivered us from evil,  
and made us worthy to stand before you.  
In Christ, you have brought us out of error into truth,  
out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life. 

On the night before he died for us,  
our Savior Jesus Christ took bread;  
and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it,  
and gave it to his disciples, and said,  
“Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you.  
Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

 

AŌer supper Jesus took the cup of wine;  
and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said,  
“Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant,  
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.  
Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 

[Deacon] Therefore, according to his command, O Father, 

We remember Christ’s death, 

We proclaim Christ’s resurrecƟon, 

We await Christ’s coming in glory; 

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you,  
O Savior of all; presenƟng to you, from your creaƟon,  
this bread and this wine. 

We pray you, gracious God,  
to send your Holy Spirit upon these giŌs  
that they may be the Sacrament of the Body of Christ  
and his Blood of the new Covenant.  
Unite us in the sacrifice of Jesus Christ,  
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through whom we are acceptable to you,  
being sancƟfied by the Holy Spirit.  
In the fullness of Ɵme, put all things in subjecƟon under your Christ,  
and bring us to that heavenly country where,  
with [ _______and] all your saints, we may enter the everlasƟng heritage of 
your children;  
through Jesus Christ our Savior, the firstborn of all creaƟon, the head of the 
Church, and the author of our salvaƟon. 

By Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ,  
in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours,  
Almighty God, now and for ever. AMEN. 

As our Risen Savior Christ has taught us, so we are bold to sing: 
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The Breaking of the Bread 

Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 

Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 

The Invitation 

The Gifts of  God for the People of  God. Come for all things are now ready. 
All are welcome at God’s table. Please indicate if  you would prefer a gluten free wafer and/or 
grape juice.  
If  you would prefer a blessing please place your hands behind your back. 

Communion Hymn - Levas #146 Break thou the bread of life 

Extending Our Eucharistic Gathering 

A representative of  the parish’s Eucharistic Visitors comes forward to receive the bread and 
wine reserved for those who are sick or otherwise unable to join us in person. 

In the name of us all at St Paul’s Episcopal Church, we send our EucharisƟc 
Visitors forth bearing these holy giŌs that those to whom they go may share 
with us in this Holy Communion of Christ’s body and blood. May they with 
whom these giŌs are shared remain bound to us, and we to them. 

We who are many are one body, for we all share one bread, one cup. 
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Prayer after Communion 

Let us pray together. 

Loving God, 
we have seen with our eyes  
and touched with our hands 
the bread of life. 
Strengthen our faith 
that we may grow in love for you and for each other; 
through Jesus, the Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

The Blessing 

Recessional Hymn - #180 He is risen 

The Dismissal 

Our worship is ended. Our service in the world begins.  
Go now to love and serve the Risen Lord.  
Go in Peace. Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Postlude                            Chuck Sheaffer 

All music used with permission, CCLI #1374105 

           NiŌy Needles 

Do you knit? Crochet? Sew? Other creaƟve arts? Want an acƟvity with others that will be 
a blessing to some of our neighbors?  

Join the NiŌy Needles group (formerly Knit One, Pray Too) the first and third Monday eve-
nings, 6 pm in the Parish Hall. Blankets, etc. may be donated to residents in care faciliƟes 
or another place/ministry that the group chooses. 

QuesƟons? Contact Suzanne AnƟrien, 209-589-8472. 
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The flowers at the altar today  
are given to  

The Glory of God by Carolyn List  
in Memory of Her Husband, David  

COMING UP AT ST PAUL’S (& BEYOND) 

May 3  Café Shalom @ Congregation Beth Shalom 

May 10-15 Fr Brian on leave 

May 24 Feast of Pentecost 

May 29-30 Diocesan Lay Ministry Conference @ ECCO 

May 31 Parish Lunch & Forum 

 

Family Promise Meals – We have been invited to contribute to feeding those being 
supported by Family Promise whilst living at Church of the Brethren. This will require 
pre-prepared meals for 20-25 people once per month. If you would like to be part of a 
team involved in this please add your name to the sheet in the church narthex or let 
Linda know in the Parish Office. 

Diocesan Lay Ministry Conference – This is happening at our Diocesan Conference 
Centre in Oakhurst at the end of May. It is for anyone involved or interested in lay 
ministry. If you are interested in attending please let Fr Brian know. 

Easter is Fifty Days! A reminder that we remain in the Easter Season until May 24th, 
so keep bringing your bells, wearing bright colors and being joyful! 
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Bonnie, Ishmael, Mary, Bob, Howard, Cherie, Annamary, Ginny, Judy, Mike, Jose, 
Hennie, Kevin, Murray, Gayle, Karen, Ellen, Jim, James, Ivy, Lindsay, Susie, Anita, 
Roy, Linda, Sarah, Fog, Ashy, Marlene, Ralph, Sebastian, Kimmie, Doug, Phil, 
Whitney, Nancy, Alan, Mudge, Fr. Jorge, Sean, Breonna, Sharon, Laurence, Ava, 
Suzie, Pam 

    

Those who have passed away:  

Christine Judd 

Keith Munroe 

Those in the Military:  

CPT Sam Birch, USA 

CPT Fred Campbell, USAF 

CPT Jenavieve Campbell, USAF 

PO1st Class Johnny Olmos, US Coast Guard 

SGT Carson Repan, USAF 

LTC Nathaniel P. Wallace, USAFR 

Leaders and Ministries of St. Paul’s:  

The Clergy, Vestry & Wardens, Sunday School 

 

Prayer and Praise  

Remember those who have asked for our prayers  
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April 2026 Ministry Schedule  
 
 
 

 Dates Apr 5th
 

Easter 

Apr 12th
 Apr 19th

 Apr 26th 

Clergy Fr. Brian 

Dn. Greg 

Fr. Brian 

Dn. Greg 

Fr. Brian 

  

Fr. Brian 

Acolytes Joyce B. 

Evelyn B. 

Nancy S. 

Gabe T. 

Nancy S. 

Jim P. 

Judy T. 

Alex S. 

Eucharis-
tic Minis-
ter 

Linda L. Alex S. Joyce B. Bobbi B. 

Lectors Stephanie H-
W. 

Judy T. 

Alex S. 

Nancy S. 

Theresa G. 

Ann M. 

Judy T. 

Linda L. 

Interces-
sor 

Carolyn L. Ann M. Peter K. Alex S. 

Ushers Carolyn L. 

David L. 

Ann M. 

Claudine R. 

Claudine R. 

Carolyn L. 

David L. 

Linda L. 

Greeters Carolyn L. 

David L. 

Ann M. 

Claudine R. 

Claudine R. 

Lynelle H. 

David L. 

Linda L. 

Vestry 
Rep. 

Carolyn L. Ann M. Peter K. Alex S. 

Coffee 
Hour 
Host 

  

    Joyce/Sarah Stephanie G. 

Sunday 
School 

No Sunday 
School 

Linda L. Evelyn B. Ann M. 
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St. Paul’s Episcopal Church 
 

Pastoral Team 
Fr. Brian Dawson…..209-897-1612………………….FrBrianDawson@gmail.com 
Deacon Greg Masztal……... ……..….………………..deacongreg66@outlook.com 
Stephanie Gilmer, Pastoral Care Coordinator…………....mzgilmer@gmail.com 
 

Parish Administrator 
Linda Lowe: 209-522-3267 ………………………..stpaulsmodestoca@gmail.com  
 

 

Other Important Contacts 
Music Director, Chuck Sheaffer ………………………………...cbshea@pacbell.net 
Hand Bells, Judy Teter ……………………………………………….jlpt@sbcglobal.net 
Prayer Chain …………………………………………….stpaulsmodestoca@gmail.com  
St. Paul’s Epistle, Barbara Vassell ……………….stpaulsmodestoca@gmail.com  
Social Media, Deacon Greg Masztal …….. ……….deacongreg66@outlook.com 
Finance Committee, Carolyn List ………... …………...carolynlist@sbcglobal.net 
Stewardship Campaign, Courtney Smith…………courtneyvsmith@gmail.com 

 

Vestry 
Senior Warden: Joyce Bell -(215) 275-6502 …………………bellj1@charter.net 
Junior Warden: Peter Krewko (707) 853-3604 ………………...pmkjfc@att.net 
 

Joyce Bell, Jose Cruz, Peter Krewko, Carolyn List, Luis Martinez, Ann Mootz, 
Rosanne Mountain, Alex Sarina, & Courtney Smith. 
 

Treasurer:  Brandi Anderson  
Vestry Clerk:  Linda Lowe  
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Livestreamed Sundays @ 10am 
https://www.facebook.com/St-Pauls-Episcopal-Church-of-Modesto-CA-106952012668211/ 

Then click on videos. 

Please note that today’s service is being livestreamed on 
Facebook. If you prefer not to appear on camera, we  
kindly ask that you sit on the side of the church behind the 
camera. 

Visit St. Paul’s website to give online 

www.https://www.saintpaulsmodesto.org/  


