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September-October 2025 Issue

Tell out my soul, the greatness of the Lord!”

Beginning October 5th with our St Francis Day Pet Blessing
service we once again find ourselves in stewardship season, with
this year’s theme echoing the words of Mary’s Magnificat (Luke
1: 46-55). In my mind though ‘Tell Out My Soul’ will always be
the opening lyrics to Timothy Dudley-Smith’s wonderful piece of
hymnody. I’ve long had a strong connection with this hymn. In my
first posting after seminary (as a Methodist) the youngish organist
in our central city chapel loved the strident rhythm of the usual tune (Woodlands for those
interested) and used to play it loudly at the end of each and every service, with literally all the
stops pulled out for the majestic A A A D that introduces each verse. It was one of Dudley-
Smith’s earliest hymns (he wrote in excess of 200 more) and while written in 1961 it was first
published in the Anglican Hymnbook in the year of my birth, 1965.

I’'m not sure if the Episcopal stewardship office had this hymn in mind when they chose the
theme for this year, but I’'m happy they did. Stewardship can often feel like an obligation and
stewardship campaigns like seasons we need to suffer through rather than embrace. But the
Magnificat is really a wonderful example of what our stewardship — and response to it — should
be. The young Mary is called upon to give a great deal — indeed her whole future — to God with
little in the way of explanation or reassurance and her response is one of joy and worship. The



call of scripture repeats this theme often; to serve God is to offer our whole selves and in doing
so to find true life and meaning. I often have to remind myself of that when the phone rings at
inconvenient times or an uncomfortable conversation is called for. At those times (and many
others) I can choose to Tell Out My Soul rather than gripe and grumble.

In our stewardship campaign this year we will deliberately take time to focus on telling out our
souls. We will, of course, also talk about money and time and the many ministries we would
love to have people join us in offering. There are opportunities to, as Dudley-Smith wrote, ensure
the hungry are fed and the humble are lifted high, as well as ensuring our church is clean and
our website up to date. But most of all the invitation of Tell Out My Soul, both the hymn and
stewardship campaign, is to be thankful always for God’s blessings and to do so in both our
words and our actions. | invite you as always to join me as we journey through this season
together.

Grace and Peace

Brian+

SPECIAL
MEETING

Special Parish Meeting

On Sunday, October 12, we will have a special Parish Meeting at the Coffee Hour. Courtney
Smith and Peter Krewko, our delegates to the Diocesan Conventions, will listen for your thoughts
before they vote for one of the candidates at the first Convention, October 18th. Need the “Steps
to Engage with the Bishop Election Discernment Process” recently distributed to help with your
thoughts? Check in the Narthex or contact the church office, 209-522-3267, for a copy.
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SAVE THE DATE

BISHOP DAVID’S
VISIT

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 16, 2025
10:00 AM

ST. PAUL’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH
1528 OAKDALE RD, MODESTO, CA 95355

Mark your calendars! Bishop David Rice will make his final visit to
St. Paul’s before his retirement next year. This is a special
opportunity to thank the Bishop and his wife, Tracy, for their
faithful ministry with us.

A lunch reception will immediately follow the service.

We are also preparing a special farewell: Fr. Brian will be teaching
us a Maori song of thanks to send them off to their home in New
Zealand! Watch your email and bulletin for details on the song and
the luncheon.

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT: LINDA LOWE @ 209-522-3267 OR
STPAULSMODESTO(@GMAIL.COM
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This year we are excited to introduce a parish recipe booklet that will be available
for purchase at the Cookie Walk. In this booklet we’d like to highlight your
household favorites, including recipes for cookies, seasonal dishes, and family
comfort foods. This cookbook will be a lovely keepsake of our parish family and
will make an excellent Christmas gift.

Here’s how you can be included in the first edition of the St. Paul Cookbook:

1. Find your favorite recipe. You can take a photo of the recipe card or bring it
in for us to photocopy, send us the link to the bookmarked page, or even
hand type the ingredients and instructions.

2. Include your name (or the name of the person who you collected the recipe
from) so we know how to attribute your recipe.

3. Drop that copy into the collection plate, bring it into the office, or even
email us at stpaulsmodestoca@gmail.com

We’ll be taking recipe submissions from now until mid-November, so we have
time to compile and assemble the booklets for sale at the Cookie Walk. Once
you’ve purchased your cookbook, make sure to share the joy forward - ask your
parishioners to sign the page of their recipe, set up a home cooking date with your
friends, and try out a new recipe for your family.

Questions? Reach out to Courtney Smith (323.652.1443
or courtneyvsmith@gmail.com) for more assistance.
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St. Paul’s Episcopal Church

Vestry Meeting Minutes
July 20, 2025

Members Present: Joyce Bell (Sr. Warden), Peter Krewko (Jr. Warden), Fr. Brian Dawson, José

Cruz, Ann Mootz, Sarah Hartmann, Chuck Sheaffer, Luis Martinez, Courtney Smith, Nancy Silva

Members Absent: Lora Burnett, Alex Serina

Others Present: Greg Burnett (Treasurer), Carolyn List (Vestry Clerk)

Call to Order: 12:20pm

Approval of Agenda:

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:_May 2025, June 2025. Correction to June minutes: update made to
parishioner name.

M/S A.Mootz/N. Silva. Approved
MATTERS ARISING

Vestry Membership: Alex Sarina has agreed to serve as a member until January 2026. This

completes the total approved number of members. Motion to approve Alex as the new
member.

M/S S. Hartmann / J. Cruz. Approved

Ukraine Discussion: August 10, 2025. Rex Adamson has requested to rent the Parish Hall for a

public presentation about the situation in Ukraine. Motion to Approve Parish Hall rental to Mr.
Adamson.

M/S A. Mootz / J. Cruz. Approved
Land Updates: Discussion

The presentation at the Parish Meeting at the end of June has garnered a number of comments
from parishioners. Most feel the property should be sold / developed

Option 1-City use of the property for housing unhoused: The City of Modesto has asked us for a

decision on pursuing this option by the end of August. The funds committed by the city would
only cover the installation of the temporary housing: attainment of utilities, water, sewer
service; cement pads. Each unit would have a bed and desk, but no bathrooms. There would
be in an ablution block of communal bathrooms. The city only wants a 3-year lease, possibly
due to the lack of security for continued funding.
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Adjacent businesses: pre-school, charter school, and dentist would have to sign off on allowing
the use of the property for housing unhoused. Care would have to be taken regarding the type
of individuals allowed to be housed on the property. We have been told we could request
clients be the unhoused elderly.

The church has been advised that we would be responsible for funding (through seeking grants)
and securing a service provider for the housing complex. St. Paul’s would also be responsible
for dealing with any property issues that arise (i.e. trash, repairs, etc.). St. Paul’s would be
responsible for finding volunteers or paying for necessary workers and fixing problems.

Option 2 - sell property: The Vestry may vote to recommend sale but this would also require

approval from the Diocese and the Parish.

If Vestry recommends sale of this property, the issue would require approval by the Diocesan
Council. If the Diocese approves, then the issue needs to presented to the Parish for their
approval.

St. Paul’s has been contacted by a commercial enterprise which has been looking for property in
our area and is interested in possible purchase of our triangle property. However, this business
cannot be revealed at this time, although it can be noted that they would not be contrary to
church values. Although, if property is sold, the church will have no control over what the
business is.

Dc. Greg, who also serves as the Diocesan Treasurer, advised on how similar funds from other
parishes in the diocese have been handled.

The legal contract would be done by the Diocesan Chancellor Michael Glass.

Consideration must be made regarding funds received. Considerations: 1. What is the future of
our present buildings and how much resources will be needed to maintain them. 2. What are
our major ministries and should income received be used to support special ministries, even if
operated by other organizations (eg. Shower Shuttle, Salvation Army, etc.).

After discussion: Motion to recommend sale of the property and to authorize Fr. Brian, Joyce
Bell, and Niniv Tamimi to present, discuss, and negotiate with necessary parties.

M/S N. Silva / L. Martinez. Approved

School Lease: After review by the Finance Committee, it was found that the lease with the pre-
school is not current and likely expired in 2023. When the original lease expired, the Chancellor
added an amendment to that 5-year lease that increased the amount of rent and incorporated a
fixed amount for utilities and funds for bathroom supplies and cleaning. He removed the
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Closing Prayer: Fr. Brian

Meeting Adjourned: 2:15pm

Next Meeting: August 24, after services.

Respectfully submitted, Carolyn List, Vestry Clerk5

Message from Fr. Brian

Greetings St Paul’s family

This Sunday’s psalm reminds us that God is our constant source of sustenance and
assistance - we are never alone.

As we go into an Episcopal election this is an important reminder. In the midst of
all our conversations and debates, God is there and God is not an altogether silent
partner.

As we prepare to elect his successor Bishop David has invited us all to prayer the
simple prayer “Your will be done.” I ask you to make this prayer your own, and
add to it prayers for Courtney, Peter, Deacon Greg and myself, along with others
from our family like Deacon Tom and Rev’d Kathie, as we take part in the
Electoral Convention on Saturday. We take with us all the comments and
conversations we have had, including the input from parishioners last Sunday, but
we also are listening for the still, small voice of God.

God-willing next Sunday morning we will be able to report to you who the
presumptive next Bishop of San Joaquin will be. They will still have a few hoops
to jump through, but the biggest part will be over.

Grace and peace

Brian+



PLEASE NOTE:

The "Meet & Greets"

Over four days, September 11-14, the Bishop nominees travelled to all three
deaneries to meet and speak with the people of San Joaquin, visit several ministries
and outreaches, hear about the work of our Commissions, and to participate in a
series of "Meet & Greets". At each session, nominees answered questions
submitted by the attendees.

The session for Modesto is the fourth video from the top.
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The “Meet & Greet Videos with the Bishop Nominees can be found on the
diocesan website here: https://www.diosanjoaquin.org/bishop-nominees.

Modesto, Meet & Greet - Sept 13, 2025
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“For surely I know the plans I have for you, says the LORD, plans for your welfare
and not for harm to give you a future with hope.

- Jeremiah 29:11”

Source: https://www.diosanjoaquin.org/bishop-nominees

Praver for the Next Bishop of the Diocese

Almighty God, giver of every good gift: Look graciously on your Church and so
guide the minds of those who shall choose a bishop for the Diocese of San Joaquin,
that we may receive a faithful pastor, who will care for your people and equip us
for our ministries; through Jesus Christ our Lord.

9
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Prayer and Praise
October 7, 2025
Remember those who have asked for our prayers

Annamary Cherie Paige Susan Mike
Priscella Loretta Bonnie Ishmael Howard
Bob Gayle Hennie Mary Kevin
Keith Ginny Rex S Ronda Lela
Dorothy Murray Lora Jose Gina

Jim Bill Pam Nellie Roberta
Darlene Sarah Debra Ralph Ralph
Brandi Wilson Julie Gary Adrienne
Linda Paul Willie Beth Suzanne
Theresa Louise James Rossana Suzanne

Those who have been called back to God
John Mickelson
Alex Piercy

Those in the Military

CPT Sam Birch, Army
LTC Nathaniel P. Wallace, Air Force CPT Jenavieve
Campbell, Air Force CPT Fred Campbell, Air Force
PO 1% Class Johnny Olmos, US Coast Guard SGT Carson
Repan, USAF

10



Nominees for the 6 Bishop of San Joaquin

The Reyv. Canom
A Carmiclse] il

The Rev. D The Bev. Canon
Greg Kirnura Shawn Warnsley

The Reverend Canon Anna Carmichael Ph.D., Canon to the Ordinary, Episcopal Diocese of
San Joaquin, California

The Reverend Robert Kelm, Rector, St. Barnabas Episcopal Church, Arroyo Grande, California
The Reverend Dr. Greg Kimura, Rector, St. James’ Episcopal Church, South Pasadena, California
The Reverend Canon Shawn Wamsley, Canon to the Ordinary, Diocese of Pennsylvania

Please keep the Standing Committee of EDSJ in your Prayers, as they move us forward in the
process of a selection.

Special Prayers
The Clergy, Vestry, and Wardens




Salvation Army Shelter Dinners

The Salvation Army Dinner Team prepared

- dinner for 115 guests and staff at the
downtown Modesto Shelter, Thursday,
September 25th. The menu included
Cowboy Casserole, Cole slaw, watermelon,
- chocolate chip cookies and milk-a menu that
~ was a big hit!

- . __ER

The Team is blessed to prepare and serve dinner six times a year and are
always happy to have anyone help with various stages of the meal. Participation
can include contributing ingredients, assisting with cooking prior to the day or at
the church, serving at the shelter, and/or praying for this ministry.

Contact Linda Lowe, 209-496-3937 or lwlowe(@outlook.com for more
information and to participate with the Team.

Golden Corral Senior Luncheon Group

Come one, come all.... spouses, partners, friends...are all welcome-

the more the merrier!

Phil and Anita Machado will be hosting lunch at Golden Corral, 3737 McHenry
Avenue, Modesto, Tuesday, October 14th at 2:30 pm. No reservation is required.

The price for seniors is $15, including drinks. Find Phil and Anita around the
corner from the dessert station, ready to enjoy good company and good food.
For more information, contact Phil, 209-527-2727.

12
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11:08 AM St Paul's Episcopal Church

08/12/25 Balance Sheet
Cash Basis As of July 31, 2025
Jul 31, 25
ASSETS
Current Assets
Checking/Savings
1000 - BoW Checking Account-9537 43,815.08
1010 - BoW Savings Account-1513 190,594.96
1103 - CD-11/29/24-3597 100,000.00
Total Checking/Savings 334,410.04
Accounts Receivable
1200 - Accounts Receivable 255.00
Total Accounts Receivable - 255.0_0
Total Current Assets 334,665.04
Fixed Assets
1300 - Property and Equipment 8,366.0_9
Total Fixed Assets - 8,366.@
TOTAL ASSETS 343,031.13
LIABILITIES & EQUITY
Equity
30000 - Opening Balance Equity 35,313.64
32000 - Unrestricted Net Assets 337,747.94
Net Income ;30,030.{)
Total Equity _343.031 .13
TOTAL LIABILITIES & EQUITY

343,031.13
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11:04 AM St Paul's Episcopal Church

08/12/25 Profit & Loss
Cash Basis July 2025

Ordinary Income/Expense
Income
Operating Income
A - Pledge & Plate Offerings
4000.0 - Sunday Plate Donations
4000.1 - Faith Pledges

Total A - Pledge & Plate Offerings

C - Rental & Fundraising Income
4100.0 - Facility Use & Deposits
4100.2 - School Rent

Total C - Rental & Fundraising Income

F - Restricted/Designated Offeri
Designated Offerings
4300.0 - Altar Guild Flowers
4300.06 - Music
4300.08 - Capital

Total Designated Offerings

Pass Through Income
4400.3 - Interfaith Ministries
4400.6 - Other Outreach

Total Pass Through Income
Total F - Restricted/Designated Offeri
Total Operating Income
Total Income
Gross Profit

Expense
Expenditures
H. Outreach Expenses
Designated Offerings
5204.00 - Altar Guild Supply Exp.

Total Designated Offerings

Pass Through Expense
5400.2 - Food in Faith
5400.8 - Other Outreach

Total Pass Through Expense

Restricted Gifts Expenses
5312.0 - Rector Discretionary Exp.

Total Restricted Gifts Expenses
Total H. Outreach Expenses

Operating Expenses
Administration Expense
#1 Priest In-Charge
5100.00 - Rector Payroll Expense
5105.0 - Rector Pension Expense
5109.0 - Rector Health Insurance
5110.0 - Rector Life Insurance

Total #1 Priest In-Charge

Jul 25

147.00
13,385.77

13,632.77

303.30
6,000.00

6,303.30

120.00
600.00
60.00

780.00

72.00
163.00

235.00
1,015.00
20,851.07
20,851.07

20,851.07

63.70
63.70

72.00
466.00

538.00

207.95
207.95
809.65

6,391.96
23,960.69
1,268.00
14.50

31,635.15
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11:04 AM

08/12/25
Cash Basis

St Paul's Episcopal Church

Total Expenditures

Total Expense

Net Ordinary Income

Profit & Loss
July 2025
Jul 25
3 Office Administration
5150 - Music Director Payroll 600.00
5170 - Fed. Payroll Taxes Exp. 0.00
5171 - State Payroll Taxes Exp. 0.00
5172 - FICA Expense 0.00
5173 - FICA-St. Paul's Expense 45.90
Total 3 Office Administration 645.90
Diocese Expense
5000 - Diocese Assessment 753.94
5001 - Diocese Outreach Expense 188.00
Total Diocese Expense 941.94
Maintenence
5009.11 - Church Major Repairs 144.25
5014 - Supplies/ Kitchen Expense 89.53
5016 - Supplies/Cleaning Expense 151.00
Total Maintenence 384.78
Office Expenses
5030 - Computer Programs 190.99
5031 - Office Supplies 348.34
5032 - Office Equip Purchase/Repair 378.81
5033 - Postage Expense 73.00
5034.00 - Office Expense Other 339.50
Total Office Expenses 1,330.64
Public Relations Expense
5041 - Advertising 192.50
Total Public Relations Expense 192,50
Services Expense
5050 - Alarm Expense 233.22
5051 - Cleaning Service Expense 2,068.36
5052 - Fire Service Expense 274.85
5053 - Gardening Expense 1,080.00
5054 - Payroll Service Expense 19.60
5056 - Property Insurance Exp. 2,401.00
5061 - Security 1,140.00
Total Services Expense 7,217.03
Utilities Expense
5070 - Telephone Expense 594.41
5073 - Utility/Electricity Exp. 1,336.80
5074 - Utility/Garbage Expense 288.68
5075 - Utility/Natural Gas Exp. 103.49
5076 - Utility/ Water & Sewer 1,163.06
5077 - Utility/Solar Expense 1,408.10
Total Utilities Expense 4,884.54
Total Administration Expense 47,232.48
Total Operating Expenses 47,232.48
48,042.13
69810 - Bank Service Charges 43.76
48,085.89
-27,234.82
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11:04 AM St Paul's Episcopal Church

Profit & Loss

0812425
July 2025

Cash Basis

Jul2s

Other Income/Expense
Other Income

4106 = Interest Income

355.93

Taotal Other Income

355.93

Met Other Income

355.93

Met Income

-16,875.89

Dedication of Church Library — Archdeacon George

s
THIS LIBRARY IS DEDICATED TO THE

THE REVERE

O

D FRIEND TO US ALL.

Picture 1: Dedication plaque in the library
dedicate to Archdeacon George.

Picture 2: Picture from the dedication of the
library to Archdeacon George.
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Picture 3: Picture from the dedication of
the library to Archdeacon George.

Elsa Bayly

£S OCTOBER
7 BIRTHDAY S

Picture 4: Picture from the dedication of
the library to Archdeacon George.

October 7

Howard Grieshaber
Rosanne Mountain
David Lowe

Jim & Janet Armstrong
Daniel Cox

Loren Hill

Victoria Cassagio

October 8

October 21
October 22
October 26
October 26
October 29
October 31
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October 2025 Ministry Schedule

.‘q\ Ministr
chedile

Dates Oct 5th Oct 12th Oct 19™ Oct 26th
Cler Fr. Brian Fr. Brian f)rn Bélraen Fr. Brian
gy Dn. Greg Dn. Greg i & Dn. Greg
Gabe T. Nancy S. Nancy S. Tudv T
Acolytes Alex S. Carlos M. Joyce B. o
: Evelyn B.
Jim P.
Eucharistic : Linda L.
Minister Rex A. Alex S. Linda L. Ises B
Alex S. Ann M. Stephanie H-
Judy T.
Lectors Theresa G. Nancy S. Jovee B W.
Y ' Barbara V.
Intercessor Luis M. Alex S. Nancy S. Jose C.
Ushers Luis M. Alex S. Carolyn L. David L.
Claudine R. David L. Claudine R. Carolyn L.
Greeters Luis M. Alex S. Carolyn L. Lynelle H.
Claudine R. Lynelle H. Claudine R. David L.
Vestry Rep. | Luis M. Alex S. Nancy S. Jose C.
Coffee Hour : Jose C.
Host Linda L. Sarah & Joyce Peter K.
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Eucharistic Ministers and Visitors

If you would like to know more about assisting with our Holy Communion
Ministries, Fr. Brian would love to hear from you. Contact him via the church
office, 209-522-3267 or email, FrBrianDawson@gmail.com.

Sunday School

The summer break is over, and Sunday School has started! Special thanks to Chuck
Sheaffer and Ann-Marie Lorenz for their leadership for several years. Ann-Marie
will continue to teach the class as Chuck steps back, participating with music only.
We need to have two adults in the classroom during the class to assist Ann-Marie.

It would be great to have enough volunteers to schedule assistants to help once a
month. Please contact Fr. Brian if you are able to help. Let’s welcome the youngest
of our members together!

St. Paul's Episcopal Church Joins Community for
Pride in the Park 2025

On Saturday, September 27th, 2025, parishioners of St. Paul’s Episcopal Church,
Modesto, demonstrated their commitment to radical inclusion by joining the annual
Modesto Pride Event at Graceada Park.

The church's presence at "Pride in the Park" underscores its long-standing
commitment to the LGBTQ+ community, a commitment deeply rooted in the
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theology and policy of The Episcopal Church. Members of St. Paul's engaged with
the community, offering a welcoming presence".

This show of support is based on the foundational work of the Episcopal Church
(TEC) on LGBTQ+ inclusion: “For decades, LGBTQ+ Episcopalians and allies
have worked to make The Episcopal Church a place of belonging and inclusion.
We have prayed, studied, and discerned, and in doing so, we have seen the
evidence of God’s blessing in the lives and love of our LGBTQ+ siblings in
Christ.”

This effort is guided by resolutions adopted by the General Convention of The
Episcopal Church. As far back as 1976, the Convention affirmed that “homosexual
persons are children of God who have a full and equal claim with all other persons
upon the love, acceptance, and pastoral concern and care of the Church” (1976-
A069). Furthermore, the church declared that these individuals “are entitled to
equal protection of the laws with all other citizens.”

The participation of the St. Paul’s contingent was a visible expression of this core
value, bringing the church’s message of unconditional love directly to the heart of
the Modesto community.

Source: https://www.episcopalchurch.org/organizations-affiliations/lgbtg/ (10-11-2025).

Below are pictures of parishioners at the Pride event on September 27, 2025.
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September Birthdavs

Deacon Greg Masztal

James Bayly

Jeanette Comegys

Tony Alonzo

Hennie Van Konynenburg

Diane Keller

Barbara Vassell

Paul Cassagio

Bob Jensen 23-Sep

September Anniversaries
Chuck and Cherie Sheaffer 9-Sep

Loren and Genanne Hill 20-Sep

Bob & Clare Jensen 26-Sep
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St. Paul’s Episcopal Church

Pastoral Team

Fr. Brian Dawson.....209-897-1612...........cc......... FrBrianDawson@gmail.com
Deacon Greg Masztal......... coceeees covvivniiieeee e deacongregb66@outlook.com
Stephanie Gilmer, Pastoral Care Coordinator................ mzgilmer@gmail.com

Parish Administrator
Linda Lowe: 209-522-3267 .....covvnvieveeiiiieeeiieee s stpaulsmodestoca@gmail.com

Other Important Contacts

Music Director, Chuck Sheaffer ........cccccceveeiiiiieciiiieenns cbshea@pacbell.net
Hand Bells, Judy Teter .........cccoovieeiiiee e jlpt@sbcglobal.net
Prayer Chain......coccceeeiiiiecccee e stpaulsmodestoca@gmail.com
St. Paul’s Epistle, Barbara Vassell ................... stpaulsmodestoca@gmail.com
Social Media, Deacon Greg Masztal ............cces e deacongregb66@outlook.com
Finance Committee, Carolyn List ............cooveens coviiieeeens carolynlist@sbcglobal.net
Stewardship Campaign, Courtney Smith............ courtneyvsmith@gmail.com
Vestry
Senior Warden: Joyce Bell -(215) 275-6502 ..................... belljl@charter.net
Junior Warden: Peter Krewko (707) 853-3604 ..................... pmkjfc@att.net

Joyce Bell, Lora Burnett, Jose Cruz, Sarah Hartmann, Peter Krewko, Luis Martinez, Ann
Mootz, Alex Sarina, Chuck Sheaffer, Nancy Silva, & Courtney Smith.

Treasurer: Greg Burnett
Vestry Clerk: Carolyn List

<® SAINT PAUL'S

" EPISCOPAL CHURCH
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