
  

Welcome to St. Paul’s Episcopal Church 
1528 Oakdale Road, Modesto, CA 95355 - (209) 522-3267  

www.saintpaulsmodesto.org 
The Sixteenth Sunday After Pentecost 

September 28, 2025 

Mission Statement 
We are a worshipping, inquiring and inclusive community united in Jesus’ name 
to change the world. 

Welcoming Statement 
We invite everyone to join in the communal life of the body of Christ, through 
participation and leadership in this congregation, and by fully sharing in the life 
and sacraments of this church. We affirm that each person is a child of God, and 
that those of every race, ethnicity, creed, age, gender, marital status, physical or 
mental ability, sexual orientation and gender identity are called to be one with us. 
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Prelude                                                                         Chuck Sheaffer 

Opening Hymn  #494 “Crown Him with many crowns” 

Blessed be God: Creator, Christ, and Holy Spirit 

Glory to God for ever and ever. 

 
Gloria  
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The Lord be with you.  

And also with you 

Let us pray.     

 O God, you declare your almighty power chiefly in showing 
mercy and pity: Grant us the fullness of your grace, that we, run-
ning to obtain your promises, may become partakers of your heav-
enly treasure; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
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The Lessons 

The first lesson is from Amos 6:1a, 4-7 

Alas for those who are at ease in Zion, 
and for those who feel secure on Mount Samaria. 

Alas for those who lie on beds of ivory, 
and lounge on their couches, 

and eat lambs from the flock, 
and calves from the stall; 

who sing idle songs to the sound of the harp, 
and like David improvise on instruments of music; 

who drink wine from bowls, 
and anoint themselves with the finest oils,  
but are not grieved over the ruin of Joseph! 

Therefore they shall now be the first to go into exile, 
and the revelry of the loungers shall pass away. 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm 146 

 

1 Hallelujah! 
Praise the L඗කඌ, O my soul! * 
I will praise the L඗කඌ as long as I live; 
I will sing praises to my God while I have my being. 
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2 Put not your trust in rulers, nor in any child of earth, * 
for there is no help in them. 

3 When they breathe their last, they return to earth, * 
and in that day their thoughts perish. 

4 Happy are they who have the God of Jacob for their help! * 
whose hope is in the L඗කඌ their God; 

5 Who made heaven and earth, the seas, and all that is in them; * 
who keeps his promise for ever; 

6 Who gives justice to those who are oppressed, * 
and food to those who hunger. 

7 The L඗කඌ sets the prisoners free; 
the L඗කඌ opens the eyes of the blind; * 
the L඗කඌ lifts up those who are bowed down; 

8 The L඗කඌ loves the righteous; 
the L඗කඌ cares for the stranger; * 
he sustains the orphan and widow, 
but frustrates the way of the wicked. 

    9 The L඗කඌ shall reign for ever, * 
         your God, O Zion, throughout all generations.  

         Hallelujah! 

The second reading is from 1 Timothy 6:6-19 

 There is great gain in godliness combined with contentment; for we 
brought nothing into the world, so that we can take nothing out of it; 
but if we have food and clothing, we will be content with these. But 
those who want to be rich fall into temptation and are trapped by 
many senseless and harmful desires that plunge people into ruin and 
destruction. For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil, and in 
their eagerness to be rich some have wandered away from the faith 
and pierced themselves with many pains. 

But as for you, man of God, shun all this; pursue righteousness, god-
liness, faith, love, endurance, gentleness. Fight the good fight of the 
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faith; take hold of the eternal life, to which you were called and 
for which you made the good confession in the presence of 
many witnesses. In the presence of God, who gives life to all 
things, and of Christ Jesus, who in his testimony before Pontius 
Pilate made the good confession, I charge you to keep the com-
mandment without spot or blame until the manifestation of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, which he will bring about at the right time-- he 
who is the blessed and only Sovereign, the King of kings and 
Lord of lords. It is he alone who has immortality and dwells in un-
approachable light, whom no one has ever seen or can see; to 
him be honor and eternal dominion. Amen. 

As for those who in the present age are rich, command them not 
to be haughty, or to set their hopes on the uncertainty of riches, 
but rather on God who richly provides us with everything for our 
enjoyment. They are to do good, to be rich in good works, gener-
ous, and ready to share, thus storing up for themselves the 
treasure of a good foundation for the future, so that they may 
take hold of the life that really is life. 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 Gradual Hymn #536 “Open your ears, O faithful people” 

 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke 16:19-
31 

Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

Jesus said, "There was a rich man who was dressed in purple 
and fine linen and who feasted sumptuously every day. And at 
his gate lay a poor man named Lazarus, covered with sores, 
who longed to satisfy his hunger with what fell from the rich 
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man's table; even the dogs would come and lick his sores. The 
poor man died and was carried away by the angels to be with 
Abraham. The rich man also died and was buried. In Hades, 
where he was being tormented, he looked up and saw Abraham 
far away with Lazarus by his side. He called out, `Father Abra-
ham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus to dip the tip of his fin-

ger in water and cool my tongue; for I am in agony in these 
flames.' But Abraham said, `Child, remember that during your 

lifetime you received your good things, and Lazarus in like man-
ner evil things; but now he is comforted here, and you are in ago-
ny. Besides all this, between you and us a great chasm has been 
fixed, so that those who might want to pass from here to you 

cannot do so, and no one can cross from there to us.' He said, 
`Then, father, I beg you to send him to my father's house-- for I 
have five brothers-- that he may warn them, so that they will not 
also come into this place of torment.' Abraham replied, `They 
have Moses and the prophets; they should listen to them.' He 
said, `No, father Abraham; but if someone goes to them from the 
dead, they will repent.' He said to him, `If they do not listen to Mo-
ses and the prophets, neither will they be convinced even if some-
one rises from the dead.'" 

 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

 Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

 

Sermon: Deacon Greg Masztal  
Stillness - the prayer bowl rings to take us in and out of a time of stillness and reflection. 

 

The Prayers of the People 
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Reconciliation 

The Deacon calls us to confession. 

Let us confess our sins to God. 

Silence. 

God of all mercy, we confess that we have sinned against you, 

opposing your will in our lives. We have denied your goodness in 
each other, in ourselves, and in the world you have created. 

We repent of the evil that enslaves us, the evil we have done, 

and the evil done on our behalf. 

Forgive, restore, and strengthen us through our Savior Jesus Christ, 
that we may abide in your love and serve only your will. 

Amen. 

The Priest proclaims God’s forgiveness. 

Prayer of St. Francis of Assisi 

Lord make us instruments of your peace. 
 
Where there is hatred, let us sow love; 
 where there is injury, pardon;  
 where there is discord, union; 
 where there is doubt, faith;  
 where there is despair, hope; 
 where there is darkness, light;  
 where there is sadness, joy. 

Prayer for the Election of a Bishop  

Almighty God, giver of every good gift: Look graciously on your Church, 
and so guide the minds of those who shall choose a bishop for this Dio-
cese, that we may receive a faithful pastor, who will care for your people 
and equip us for our ministries; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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Grant that we may not so much seek to be consoled as to con-

sole; 
 to be understood as to understand;  
 to be loved as to love. 
 
For it is in giving that we receive; it is in pardoning that we are 

pardoned;  
 and it is in dying that we are born to eternal life.  Amen. 

 

Blessings and Celebrations 

Birthday Prayer 

God of joy and celebration, we thank you for the precious gift of 
life and for the unique journey that each day brings. As this(ese) 
your servant(s) celebrate(s) another year of life, we pray for your 
abundant blessings to be upon them. May your grace continue to 
guide and shape their paths, filling their days with love, purpose, 
and joy. Amen 

Anniversary Prayer 

Blessed are you, O God, for in the good and the bad times of our 
life you have stood lovingly by our sides.  
Bless those whose anniversaries we acknowledge this day. 
May they remain faithful and loving so that we may be true wit-
nesses to the covenant you have made with us all. Amen. 

 

Prayer for Those We Love 

Gracious God, we entrust all who are dear to us to your never-
failing care and love, for this life and the life to come, knowing 
that you want for us all better things than we can desire or pray 
for; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

And also with you. 

Offertory Hymn Levas #193 “I will trust in the Lord” 

Doxology 
The Great Thanksgiving  

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
  

God of all power, Source and Sustainer of the Universe,  
you are worthy of glory and praise.  

Glory to you for ever and ever.  

 

At your command all things came to be:  
shining light and enfolding dark;  
the vast expanse of interstellar space,  
galaxies, suns, the planets in their courses,  
and this fragile earth, our island home.  

By your will they were created and have their being. 
 

From the primal elements you brought forth the human race,  
and blessed us with the capacity for memory, reason, and skill. You 
made us the stewards of your creation.  
But we turned against you, and betrayed your trust;  
and we turned against one another.  

Have mercy, Lord, for we are sinners in your sight.  
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Again and again, you called us to return.  
Through prophets and sages you revealed your righteous Law. And 
in the fullness of time you sent your eternal Word,  
born of your servant Mary, to fulfill your Law,  
opening for us the way of freedom and peace.  
By his blood, he reconciled us.  
By his wounds, we are healed.  
And therefore we praise you, joining with the heavenly chorus, with 
prophets, apostles, and martyrs,  
and with all those in every generation  
who have looked to you in hope,  
to proclaim with them your glory, in their unending hymn: 

Sanctus   
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Blessed are you, Lord our God,  
for sending us Jesus, the Christ,  
who on the night he was handed over to suffering and death,  
took bread, said the blessing, broke the bread,  
and gave it to his friends, and said,  
“Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you.  
Do this for the remembrance of me.”  

 

After supper, Jesus took the cup of wine, gave thanks, and said, 
“Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is 
shed for you and for all for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you 
drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”  
 

[Deacon] Remembering now his work of redemption,  
and offering to you this sacrifice of thanksgiving,  
 

We celebrate Christ’s death and resurrection  
as we await the day of his coming. 

Therefore, O God, we who have been redeemed by Jesus Christ, 
and made a new people by water and the Spirit,  
now bring before you these gifts.  
Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit  
to be the Body and Blood of Jesus Christ our Savior.  
Sanctify us also, and let the grace of this Holy Communion  
make us one body, one spirit in Christ,  
that we may worthily serve the world in his name.  

Risen Lord, be known to us in the breaking of the Bread.  

God of our ancestors; Redeemer and Mother of Israel;  
God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ:  
Open our eyes to see your hand at work in the world about us.      
Deliver us from the presumption of coming to this Table  
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for solace only and not for strength;  
for pardon only and not for renewal.  

Accept these prayers and praises, Almighty God,  
through Jesus Christ our great High Priest,  
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,  
your Church gives honor, glory, and worship, from generation to    gen-
eration. AMEN. 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to sing,  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The bread is broken 
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Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 

Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 

The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance 
that Christ died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with 
thanksgiving. 

Come, for all things are now ready. 

All are welcome to receive Holy Communion. 

Gluten free wafers are available.  If you want just a blessing, please 
come to the altar rail and cross your arms over your body.  

Communion Hymn Levas #133 “All to Jesus I surrender” 

Extending Our Eucharistic Gathering 

A representative of  the parish’s Eucharistic Visitors comes forward to receive the bread and 
wine reserved for those who are sick or otherwise unable to join us in person. 

In the name of us all at St Paul’s Episcopal Church, we send our Eu-
charistic Visitors forth bearing these holy gifts that those to whom they 
go may share with us in this Holy Communion of Christ’s body and 
blood. May they with whom these gifts are shared remain bound to us, 
and we to them. 

We who are many are one body, for we all share one bread, one 
cup. 
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Post Communion Prayer 

Let us pray.  

God of abundance, 

you have fed us with the bread of life and cup of salvation; 

you have united us with Christ and one another; 

and you have made us one with all your people in heaven and on 
earth. 

Now send us forth in the power of your Spirit, 

that we may proclaim your redeeming love to the world 

and continue for ever in the risen life of Christ our Savior. 

Amen. 

Blessing 

 

Closing Hymn  #625 “Ye holy angels bright” 

Go now to love and serve the Lord. Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia! 

We go in the name of Christ.  Alleluia, alleluia.   

Postlude                           Chuck Sheaffer 
All music used with permission, CCLI #1374105 
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Paige, Priscella, Loretta, Bonnie, Susan, Ishmael, Mary, Bob, Howard, Cherie, 
Annamary, Ginny, Keith, Bill, Mike, Jose, Rex S., Lora, Hennie, Kevin, Dor-
othy, Ronda, Murray, Ann, Nellie, Gina, Jesus, Lela, Pam, Debra, Ralph, 
Howard, Jim, Wilson, Julie, Gayle, Sarah, Gary, Adrienne, Linda, Paul, Wil-
lie, Beth, Suzanne, Dorothy 

   Those who have passed away:  

The Rev’d Archdeacon George Cano 

Michael Thorington 

Steve Veglia 

Andrea Mootz Ceros 

John Mickelson 

Those in the Military:  

CPT Sam Birch, USA 

CPT Fred Campbell, USAF 

CPT Jenavieve Campbell, USAF 

PO1st Class Johnny Olmos, US Coast Guard 

SGT Carson Repan, USAF 

LTC Nathaniel P. Wallace, USAFR 

Leaders and Ministries of St. Paul’s:  

The Clergy, Vestry & Wardens, Sunday School 

Discernment in the Search Process for the New Bishop  

Prayer and Praise  

Remember those who have asked for our prayers  
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The flowers at the altar today  
are given to  

The Glory of God, Thankful for Many Blessings 

Eucharistic Ministers and Visitors 

If you would like to know more about assisting with our Holy Communion Minis-
tries, Fr. Brian would love to hear from you. Contact him via the church office, 
209-522-3267 or email, FrBrianDawson@gmail.com.  

Paws In The Pews 

Our annual St. Francis Day Pet Blessing service will be  on October 5th this year. 
Let your friends know and come along with all your creatures, great and small! 

Sunday School  

The summer break is over and Sunday School has started! Special thanks to Chuck 
Sheaffer and Ann-Marie Lorenz for their leadership for several years. Ann-Marie 
will be continuing to teach the class as Chuck steps back, participating with music 
only. We need to have two adults in the classroom during the class to assist Ann-
Marie. Please contact Fr. Brian if you are able to help. Let’s welcome the youngest 
of our members together! 

Coffee Hour Help Needed 

Can you help with Coffee Hour? Our weekly Coffee Hour after church has steadily 
grown over the past year. It’s a great way to get to know each other better and wel-
come newcomers among us. Many people are needed to assist with providing 
snacks on a semi-regular basis. If you can help, please add your details to the sign-
up sheet at Coffee Hour. 
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September 2025 Ministry Schedule  

Dates Sept 7th Sept 14th Sept 21st Sept 28th 

Clergy Fr. Brian 

Dn. Greg 

Fr. Brian 

Dn. Greg 

Fr. Brian 

Dn. Greg 

Rev. Kathie 

Dn. Greg 

Acolytes Nancy S. 

Alex S. 

Nancy S. 

Carlos M. 

Jim P. 

Joyce B. 

Nancy S. 

Evelyn B. 

Eucharis-
tic Minis-

Sarah H. Joyce B. 

Linda L. 

Sarah H. Linda L. 

Joyce B. 

Lectors Alex S. 

Ann M. 

Stephanie H-
W. 

Nancy S. 

Linda L. 

Theresa G. 

Joyce B. 

Stephanie 
H-W. 

Intercessor Ann M. Sarah H. Courtney S. Joyce B. 

Ushers Claudine R. 

David L. 

Linda L. 

Greg B. 

Claudine R. 

Courtney S. 

David L. 

Carolyn L. 

Greeters Ann M. 

Claudine R. 

Sarah H. 

Greg B. 

Lynelle H. 

Courtney S. 

David L. 

Carolyn L. 

Vestry 
Rep. 

Ann M. Sarah H. Courtney S. Joyce B. 

Coffee 
Hour Host 

Rosanne M. Sarah & 
Joyce 

Clare & Bob Jose C. 

Peter K. 
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St. Paul’s Episcopal Church 
 

Pastoral Team 
Fr. Brian Dawson…..209-897-1612………………….FrBrianDawson@gmail.com 
Deacon Greg Masztal……... ……..….………………..deacongreg66@outlook.com 
Stephanie Gilmer, Pastoral Care Coordinator…………....mzgilmer@gmail.com 
 

Parish Administrator 
Linda Lowe: 209-522-3267 ………………………..stpaulsmodestoca@gmail.com  
 

 

Other Important Contacts 
Music Director, Chuck Sheaffer ………………………………...cbshea@pacbell.net 
Hand Bells, Judy Teter ……………………………………………….jlpt@sbcglobal.net 
Prayer Chain …………………………………………….stpaulsmodestoca@gmail.com  
St. Paul’s Epistle, Barbara Vassell ……………….stpaulsmodestoca@gmail.com  
Social Media, Deacon Greg Masztal …….. ……….deacongreg66@outlook.com 
Finance Committee, Carolyn List ………... …………...carolynlist@sbcglobal.net 
Stewardship Campaign, Courtney Smith…………courtneyvsmith@gmail.com 

 

Vestry 
Senior Warden: Joyce Bell -(215) 275-6502 …………………bellj1@charter.net 
Junior Warden: Peter Krewko (707) 853-3604 ………………...pmkjfc@att.net 
 

Joyce Bell, Lora Burnett, Jose Cruz, Sarah Hartmann, Peter Krewko, Luis 
Martinez, Ann Mootz, Alex Sarina, Chuck Sheaffer, Nancy Silva, & Courtney 
Smith. 
 

Treasurer:  Greg Burnett  
Vestry Clerk:  Carolyn List  
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Livestreamed Sundays @ 10am 
https://www.facebook.com/St-Pauls-Episcopal-Church-of-Modesto-CA-106952012668211/ 

Then click on videos. 

Please note that today’s service is being livestreamed on 
Facebook. If you prefer not to appear on camera, we  
kindly ask that you sit on the side of the church behind the 
camera. 

Visit St. Paul’s website to give online 

www.https://www.saintpaulsmodesto.org/  


