
  

Welcome to St. Paul’s Episcopal Church 
1528 Oakdale Road, Modesto, CA 95355 - (209) 522-3267  

www.saintpaulsmodesto.org 
The Seventh Sunday After Pentecost 

July 27, 2025 

Mission Statement 
We are a worshipping, inquiring and inclusive community united in Jesus’ name 
to change the world. 

Welcoming Statement 
We invite everyone to join in the communal life of the body of Christ, through 
participation and leadership in this congregation, and by fully sharing in the life 
and sacraments of this church. We affirm that each person is a child of God, and 
that those of every race, ethnicity, creed, age, gender, marital status, physical or 
mental ability, sexual orientation and gender identity are called to be one with us. 
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Prelude                                                                         Chuck Sheaffer 

Opening Hymn  #556 “Rejoice, ye pure in heart” 

 

Blessed be God: Creator, Christ, and Holy Spirit 

Glory to God for ever and ever. 

 
Gloria  
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The Lord be with you.  

And also with you 

Let us pray.     

 O God, the protector of all who trust in you, without whom 
nothing is strong, nothing is holy: Increase and multiply upon us 
your mercy; that, with you as our ruler and guide, we may so pass 
through things temporal, that we lose not the things eternal; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
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The Lessons 

The first lesson is from Genesis 18:20-32 

The L඗කඌ said to Abraham, "How great is the outcry against 
Sodom and Gomorrah and how very grave their sin! I must go 
down and see whether they have done altogether according to 
the outcry that has come to me; and if not, I will know." 

So the men turned from there, and went toward Sodom, while 
Abraham remained standing before the L඗කඌ. Then Abraham 
came near and said, "Will you indeed sweep away the righteous 
with the wicked? Suppose there are fifty righteous within the city; 
will you then sweep away the place and not forgive it for the fifty 
righteous who are in it? Far be it from you to do such a thing, to 
slay the righteous with the wicked, so that the righteous fare as 
the wicked! Far be that from you! Shall not the Judge of all the 
earth do what is just?" And the L඗කඌ said, "If I find at Sodom fifty 
righteous in the city, I will forgive the whole place for their sake." 
Abraham answered, "Let me take it upon myself to speak to the 
Lord, I who am but dust and ashes. Suppose five of the fifty 
righteous are lacking? Will you destroy the whole city for lack of 
five?" And he said, "I will not destroy it if I find forty-five there." 
Again he spoke to him, "Suppose forty are found there." He an-
swered, "For the sake of forty I will not do it." Then he said, "Oh 
do not let the Lord be angry if I speak. Suppose thirty are found 
there." He answered, "I will not do it, if I find thirty there." He 
said, "Let me take it upon myself to speak to the Lord. Suppose 
twenty are found there." He answered, "For the sake of twenty I 
will not destroy it." Then he said, "Oh do not let the Lord be an-
gry if I speak just once more. Suppose ten are found there." He 
answered, "For the sake of ten I will not destroy it." 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm 138 

 
 
 
 
 

1 I will give thanks to you, O L඗කඌ, with my whole heart; * 
before the gods I will sing your praise. 

2 I will bow down toward your holy temple 
and praise your Name, * 
because of your love and faithfulness; 

3 For you have glorified your Name * 
and your word above all things. 

4 When I called, you answered me; * 
you increased my strength within me. 

5 All the kings of the earth will praise you, O L඗කඌ, * 
when they have heard the words of your mouth. 

6 They will sing of the ways of the L඗කඌ, * 
that great is the glory of the L඗කඌ. 

7 Though the L඗කඌ be high, he cares for the lowly; * 
he perceives the haughty from afar. 

8 Though I walk in the midst of trouble, you keep me safe; * 
you stretch forth your hand against the fury of my enemies; 
your right hand shall save me. 

9 The L඗කඌ will make good his purpose for me; * 
O L඗කඌ, your love endures for ever; 
do not abandon the works of your hands.  
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 The second reading is from Colossians 2:6-19 

 As you have received Christ Jesus the Lord, continue to live 
your lives in him, rooted and built up in him and established in 
the faith, just as you were taught, abounding in thanksgiving. 

See to it that no one takes you captive through philosophy and 
empty deceit, according to human tradition, according to the ele-
mental spirits of the universe, and not according to Christ. For in 
him the whole fullness of deity dwells bodily, and you have come 
to fullness in him, who is the head of every ruler and authority. In 
him also you were circumcised with a spiritual circumcision, by 
putting off the body of the flesh in the circumcision of Christ; 
when you were buried with him in baptism, you were also raised 
with him through faith in the power of God, who raised him from 
the dead. And when you were dead in trespasses and the uncir-
cumcision of your flesh, God made you alive together with him, 
when he forgave us all our trespasses, erasing the record that 
stood against us with its legal demands. He set this aside, nail-
ing it to the cross. He disarmed the rulers and authorities and 
made a public example of them, triumphing over them in it. 

Therefore do not let anyone condemn you in matters of food and 
drink or of observing festivals, new moons, or sabbaths. These 
are only a shadow of what is to come, but the substance belongs 
to Christ. Do not let anyone disqualify you, insisting on self-
abasement and worship of angels, dwelling on visions, puffed up 
without cause by a human way of thinking, and not holding fast 
to the head, from whom the whole body, nourished and held to-
gether by its ligaments and sinews, grows with a growth that is 
from God. 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 Gradual Hymn Levas #121 “Baptized in water” 
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The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke 11:1-13 

Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

Jesus was praying in a certain place, and after he had finished, 
one of his disciples said to him, "Lord, teach us to pray, as John 
taught his disciples." He said to them, "When you pray, say: 

Father, hallowed be your name. 
Your kingdom come. 
Give us each day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our sins, 
for we ourselves forgive everyone indebted to us. 
And do not bring us to the time of trial." 

And he said to them, "Suppose one of you has a friend, and you 
go to him at midnight and say to him, `Friend, lend me three 
loaves of bread; for a friend of mine has arrived, and I have noth-
ing to set before him.' And he answers from within, `Do not bother 
me; the door has already been locked, and my children are with 
me in bed; I cannot get up and give you anything.' I tell you, even 
though he will not get up and give him anything because he is his 
friend, at least because of his persistence he will get up and give 
him whatever he needs. 

"So I say to you, Ask, and it will be given you; search, and you will 
find; knock, and the door will be opened for you. For everyone 
who asks receives, and everyone who searches finds, and for 
everyone who knocks, the door will be opened. Is there anyone 
among you who, if your child asks for a fish, will give a snake in-
stead of a fish? Or if the child asks for an egg, will give a scorpi-
on? If you then, who are evil, know how to give good gifts to your 
children, how much more will the heavenly Father give the Holy 
Spirit to those who ask him!" 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

 Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
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Sermon:  Fr. Brian Dawson  
Stillness - the prayer bowl rings to take us in and out of a time of stillness and reflection. 

The Prayers of the People 

 Reconciliation 

The Deacon calls us to confession. 

Let us confess our sins to God. 

Silence. 

God of all mercy, we confess that we have sinned against you, 

opposing your will in our lives. We have denied your goodness in 
each other, in ourselves, and in the world you have created. 

We repent of the evil that enslaves us, the evil we have done, 

and the evil done on our behalf. 

Forgive, restore, and strengthen us through our Savior Jesus Christ, 
that we may abide in your love and serve only your will. 

Amen. 

The Priest proclaims God’s forgiveness. 

 

Prayer of St. Francis of Assisi 

Lord make us instruments of your peace. 
 
Where there is hatred, let us sow love; 
 where there is injury, pardon;  
 where there is discord, union; 
 where there is doubt, faith;  
 where there is despair, hope; 
 where there is darkness, light;  
 where there is sadness, joy. 
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Grant that we may not so much seek to be consoled as to con-
sole; 

 to be understood as to understand;  
 to be loved as to love. 
 
For it is in giving that we receive; it is in pardoning that we are 

pardoned;  
 and it is in dying that we are born to eternal life.  Amen. 

 

Blessings and Celebrations 

Birthday Prayer 

God of joy and celebration, we thank you for the precious gift of 
life and for the unique journey that each day brings. As this(ese) 
your servant(s) celebrate(s) another year of life, we pray for your 
abundant blessings to be upon them. May your grace continue to 
guide and shape their paths, filling their days with love, purpose, 
and joy. Amen 

 Anniversary Prayer 

Blessed are you, O God, for in the good and the bad times of our 
life you have stood lovingly by our sides.  
Bless those whose anniversaries we acknowledge this day. 
May they remain faithful and loving so that we may be true wit-
nesses to the covenant you have made with us all. Amen. 

 

Prayer for Those We Love 

Gracious God, we entrust all who are dear to us to your never-
failing care and love, for this life and the life to come, knowing 
that you want for us all better things than we can desire or pray 
for; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

And also with you. 
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Offertory Hymn #674 “Forgive our sins as we forgive” 

Doxology 
 

The Great Thanksgiving  
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to 
give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of  heaven and earth. 

Proper Preface 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archan-
gels and with all the company of heaven, who forever sing this hymn 
to proclaim the glory of your Name: 

Sanctus   
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Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for your-
self; and, when we had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and 
death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal 
Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to rec-
oncile us to you, the God and Father of all. 

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in 
obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world. 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord 
Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my 
Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, 
he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood 
of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the for-
giveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance 
of me.” 

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Christ has died. 

Christ is risen. 

Christ will come again. 
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We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacri-
fice of praise and thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and 
ascension, we offer you these gifts. 

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and 
Blood of your Son, the holy food and drink of new and unending life in 
him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacra-
ment, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last 
day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom. 

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, 
and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, 
Almighty Father, now and for ever.  Amen. 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to sing, 
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Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; Therefore let us keep 
the feast. Alleluia 

The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that 
Christ died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanks-
giving. 

All baptized persons are welcome to receive Holy Communion. 

Gluten free wafers are available.  If you want just a blessing, please 
come to the altar rail and cross your arms over your body.  

Communion Hymn Levas #152 “Let us break bread together” 

Extending Our Eucharistic Gathering 

A representative of  the parish’s Eucharistic Visitors comes forward to receive the bread and 
wine reserved for those who are sick or otherwise unable to join us in person. 

In the name of us all at St Paul’s Episcopal Church, we send our Eucha-
ristic Visitors forth bearing these holy gifts that those to whom they go 
may share with us in this Holy Communion of Christ’s body and blood. 
May they with whom these gifts are shared remain bound to us, and we 
to them. 

We who are many are one body, for we all share one bread, one 
cup. 
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Post Communion Prayer 

Let us pray.  

God of abundance, 

you have fed us with the bread of life and cup of salvation; 

you have united us with Christ and one another; 

and you have made us one with all your people in heaven and on 
earth. 

Now send us forth in the power of your Spirit, 

that we may proclaim your redeeming love to the world 

and continue for ever in the risen life of Christ our Savior. 

Amen. 

Blessing 

Closing Hymn  #296 We know that Christ is raised and dies no 
more” 

Go now to love and serve the Lord. Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia! 

We go in the name of Christ.  Alleluia, alleluia.   

Postlude                           Chuck Sheaffer 
All music used with permission, CCLI #1374105 

     

Greetings St. Paul’s Family and Friends, 

It is with a heavy heart that I pass on to you the news that our brother 
and Deacon, George Cano, died peacefully at home with his family,  
Monday July 21st. Please no visitors or telephone calls for now.  

I invite you to join me in giving thanks for the life and ministry of this 
faithful servant of Christ, and praying for Paige and their family in this, 
their time of grief.  

Fr. Brian 
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Nominees for the 6th Bishop of the Episcopal Diocese of San 
Joaquin 

Details about each candidate can be found here: www.diosanjoaquin.org/bishop-
search 

The following have been nominated to be our next Bishop: 

Rev'd Canon Anna Carmichael, Rev'd Robert Keim, Rev'd Dr Greg Kimura,  
Rev'd Canon Shawn Walmsley.  

Please hold them and the electoral process in your prayers. 

There will be an opportunity to meet and hear the nominees at a gathering at St 
Paul's on Saturday September 13th. Details including the time will be confirmed 

soon. 

 

 

 

 

 

Special Parish Meeting   

As per the canons of our Diocese and bylaws of our Parish I am here-
by calling a Special Parish Meeting to take place following the 10 am 
service on Sunday August 10 2025. The purpose of the meeting is to 
bring to the parish a recommendation from Vestry that we begin the 
process of seeking to sell the vacant plot of land behind St Paul's. A 
full report of the reasons for this recommendation and proposed pro-
cess will be made to the meeting and parishioners will be asked to 
give their assent as per the assurance given at our last Parish Forum 
that this would be a whole parish decision. If a vote is required it will 
be held by show of hands or, if requested, secret ballot. This Special 
Meeting will replace the scheduled Parish Forum on August 31.  

Fr Brian Dawson, Rector, St Paul's. 
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Paige, Priscella, Loretta, Bonnie, Clare, Michael, Susan, Ishmael, Mary, Bob, 
Howard, JoHanna, Cherie, Annamary, Ginny, Keith, Brett, Bill, Marissas, Ju-
dy, Mike, Kathy, Jose, Rex S., Lora, Caelie, Hennie, Joey, Erin, Kevin, Doro-
thy, Jeremy, Ronda, Murray, Suzanna, Liz, Jaclyn, Ann, Tommy, Juanita, Jon-
athan, Nellie, Nancy, Jeannie, Jamie 

   Those who have passed away:  

Mary Kinnaman 

Olga Lorenzetti 

Bob Servalli 

The Rev’d Archdeacon George Cano 

Those in the Military:  

CPT Sam Birch, USA 

CPT Fred Campbell, USAF 

CPT Jenavieve Campbell, USAF 

PO1st Class Johnny Olmos, US Coast Guard 

SGT Carson Repan, USAF 

LTC Nathaniel P. Wallace, USAFR 

Leaders and Ministries of St. Paul’s:  

The Clergy, Vestry & Wardens, Shower Shuttle  

Discernment in the Search Process for the New Bishop  

Prayer and Praise  

Remember those who have asked for our prayers  
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The flowers at the altar today  
are given to  

The Glory of God by Ann Mootz in  
Memory of Dorothy and Jack Mootz 

Coffee Hour-Parish Hall following Worship 

Enjoy coffee or tea and something delicious each week in the Parish Hall. 
Spend a liƩle Ɵme geƫng to know your ChrisƟan brothers and sisters before 
heading out to enjoy your Sunday. 

Ukraine Update Sunday, 3 August 2025, Parish Hall, 12:30-3 pm   

There will be a free presentation led by Rex Adamson.  It will be divided 
into 3 parts of about 40 minutes each.  

1)Overview on the war in Ukraine and ways the war will likely end.  

2) A discussion of the freedom of religion in Ukraine and a basic overview 
on Christianity in Ukraine.  

3) Several different concrete ways that people can contribute to projects 
in Ukraine with prayers, letter writing, donations, and trips into Ukraine.  
Handouts on multiple different projects will be available .   

This is open to anyone in the Modesto community and you can invite 
friends.  Subject matter may be distressing to some children, parental 
discretion is advised. 



18 

 
 

Dates July 6th July 13th
 July 20th

 July 27th 

Clergy Fr. Brian Fr. Brian 

Dn Greg 

Fr. Brian Fr. Brian 

Acolytes Judy T. 

Joyce B. 

Nancy S. 

Jim P. 

Judy T. 

Nancy S. 

Nancy S. 

Alex S. 

Eucharis-
tic Minis-
ter 

Linda L. Sarah H. 

  

Rex Stephanie G. 

Lectors Judy T. 

Linda L. 

Stephanie H-
W. 

Ann M. 

Barbara V. 

Theresa G. 

Alex S. 

Stephanie G. 

Intercessor Courtney S. Sarah H. Joyce B. Ann M. 

Ushers Courtney S. 

Phil M. 

Claudine R. 

David L. 

Phil M.   
Carolyn L. 

Greg B. 

David L. 

Greeters Courtney S. 

Phil M. 

Claudine R. 

Sarah H. 

Phil M. 

Lynelle H. 

Greg B. 

Ann M. 

Vestry 
Rep. 

Courtney S. Sarah H. Joyce B. Ann M. 

Coffee 
Hour Host 

Sarah H. 

Joyce B. 

Bolig Family Stephanie G. Jose C. 

Peter K. 

July 2025 Ministry Schedule  
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St. Paul’s Episcopal Church 
 

Pastoral Team 
Fr. Brian Dawson…..209-897-1612………………….FrBrianDawson@gmail.com 
Deacon Greg Masztal……... ……..….………………..deacongreg66@outlook.com 
Stephanie Gilmer, Pastoral Care Coordinator…………....mzgilmer@gmail.com 
 

Parish Administrator 
Linda Lowe: 209-522-3267 ………………………..stpaulsmodestoca@gmail.com  
 

 

Other Important Contacts 
Music Director, Chuck Sheaffer ………………………………...cbshea@pacbell.net 
Hand Bells, Judy Teter ……………………………………………….jlpt@sbcglobal.net 
Prayer Chain …………………………………………….stpaulsmodestoca@gmail.com  
St. Paul’s Epistle, Barbara Vassell ……………….stpaulsmodestoca@gmail.com  
Social Media, Deacon Greg Masztal …….. ……….deacongreg66@outlook.com 
Finance Committee, Carolyn List ………... …………...carolynlist@sbcglobal.net 
Stewardship Campaign, Courtney Smith…………courtneyvsmith@gmail.com 

 

Vestry 
Senior Warden: Joyce Bell -(215) 275-6502 …………………bellj1@charter.net 
Junior Warden: Peter Krewko (707) 853-3604 ………………...pmkjfc@att.net 
 

Joyce Bell, Lora Burnett, Jose Cruz, Sarah Hartmann, Peter Krewko, Luis 
Martinez, Ann Mootz, Chuck Sheaffer, Nancy Silva, and Courtney Smith. 
 

Treasurer:  Greg Burnett  
Vestry Clerk:  Carolyn List  
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Livestreamed Sundays @ 10am 
https://www.facebook.com/St-Pauls-Episcopal-Church-of-Modesto-CA-106952012668211/ 

Then click on videos. 

Please note that today’s service is being livestreamed on 
Facebook. If you prefer not to appear on camera, we  
kindly ask that you sit on the side of the church behind the 
camera. 

Visit St. Paul’s website to give online 

www.https://www.saintpaulsmodesto.org/  


