Welcome to St. Paul’s Episcopal Church

1528 Oakdale Road, Modesto, CA 95355 - (209) 522-3267
www.saintpaulsmodesto.org

The Last Sunday After Epiphany

March 2, 2025

Mission Statement

We are a worshipping, inquiring and inclusive community united in Jesus’ name
to change the world.

Welcoming Statement
We invite everyone to join in the communal life of the body of Christ, through
participation and leadership in this congregation, and by fully sharing in the life
and sacraments of this church. We affirm that each person is a child of God, and
that those of every race, ethnicity, creed, age, gender, marital status, physical or
mental ability, sexual orientation and gender identity are called to be one with us.



Prelude

Opening Hymn #135 Songs of thankfulness and praise
Blessed be God: Creator, Christ, and Holy Spirit.
And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

Chuck Sheaffer
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Setting: Robert Powell (b. 1932)

The Lord be with you.
And also with you
Let us pray.

O God, who before the passion of your only begotten Son re-
vealed his glory upon the holy mountain: Grant to us that we, behold-
ing by faith the light of his countenance, may be strengthened to bear
our cross, and be changed into his likeness from glory to glory; through
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.



The Lessons
The first lesson is from Exodus 34:29-35

Moses came down from Mount Sinai. As he came down from the mountain
with the two tablets of the covenant in his hand, Moses did not know that
the skin of his face shone because he had been talking with God. When Aa-
ron and all the Israelites saw Moses, the skin of his face was shining, and
they were afraid to come near him. But Moses called to them; and Aaron
and all the leaders of the congregation returned to him, and Moses spoke
with them. Afterward all the Israelites came near, and he gave them in com-
mandment all that the LorD had spoken with him on Mount Sinai. When
Moses had finished speaking with them, he put a veil on his face; but when-
ever Moses went in before the LORD to speak with him, he would take the
veil off, until he came out; and when he came out, and told the Israelites
what he had been commanded, the Israclites would see the face of Moses,
that the skin of his face was shining; and Moses would put the veil on his
face again, until he went in to speak with him.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 99
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1 The Lorb is King;
let the people tremble; *
he is enthroned upon the cherubim,;
let the earth shake.

2 The Lorb is great in Zion; *
he is high above all peoples.

3 Let them confess his Name, which is great and awesome; *
he is the Holy One.

4 "O mighty King, lover of justice,
you have established equity; *
you have executed justice and righteousness in Jacob."

5 Proclaim the greatness of the LORD our God
and fall down before his footstool; *
he is the Holy One.

6 Moses and Aaron among his priests,
and Samuel among those who call upon his Name, *
they called upon the LorD, and he answered them.

7 He spoke to them out of the pillar of cloud; *
they kept his testimonies and the decree that he gave them.

8 O LorD our God, you answered them indeed; *
you were a God who forgave them,
yet punished them for their evil deeds.

9 Proclaim the greatness of the LOrRD our God
and worship him upon his holy hill; *
for the LOrRD our God is the Holy One.

The second reading is from Il Corinthians 3:12-4:2

Since, then, we have such a hope, we act with great boldness, not like Moses,
who put a veil over his face to keep the people of Israel from gazing at the end
of the glory that was being set aside. But their minds were hardened. Indeed,
to this very day, when they hear the reading of the old covenant, that same veil
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is still there, since only in Christ is it set aside. Indeed, to this very day
whenever Moses is read, a veil lies over their minds; but when one turns to
the Lord, the veil is removed. Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the
Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom. And all of us, with unveiled faces,
seeing the glory of the Lord as though reflected in a mirror, are being trans-
formed into the same image from one degree of glory to another; for this
comes from the Lord, the Spirit.

Therefore, since it is by God's mercy that we are engaged in this ministry,
we do not lose heart. We have renounced the shameful things that one
hides; we refuse to practice cunning or to falsify God's word; but by the
open statement of the truth we commend ourselves to the conscience of
everyone in the sight of God.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Gradual Hymn #129 Christ upon the mountain peak
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke 9: 28-43a
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Jesus took with him Peter and John and James, and went up on the moun-
tain to pray. And while he was praying, the appearance of his face changed,
and his clothes became dazzling white. Suddenly they saw two men, Moses
and Elijah, talking to him. They appeared in glory and were speaking of his
departure, which he was about to accomplish at Jerusalem. Now Peter and
his companions were weighed down with sleep; but since they had stayed
awake, they saw his glory and the two men who stood with him. Just as
they were leaving him, Peter said to Jesus, "Master, it is good for us to be
here; let us make three dwellings, one for you, one for Moses, and one for
Elijah"--not knowing what he said. While he was saying this, a cloud came
and overshadowed them; and they were terrified as they entered the cloud.



Then from the cloud came a voice that said, "This is my Son, my Chosen;
listen to him!" When the voice had spoken, Jesus was found alone. And
they kept silent and in those days told no one any of the things they had
seen.

On the next day, when they had come down from the mountain, a great
crowd met him. Just then a man from the crowd shouted, "Teacher, I beg
you to look at my son; he is my only child. Suddenly a spirit seizes him,
and all at once he shrieks. It convulses him until he foams at the mouth; it
mauls him and will scarcely leave him. I begged your disciples to cast it
out, but they could not." Jesus answered, "You faithless and perverse gen-
eration, how much longer must I be with you and bear with you? Bring
your son here." While he was coming, the demon dashed him to the ground
in convulsions. But Jesus rebuked the unclean spirit, healed the boy, and
gave him back to his father. And all were astounded at the greatness of God.

The Gospel of the Lord
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

Sermon: Deacon Carolyn Woodall

The Prayers of the People

Confession of Sin
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in
thought, word and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have
left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not
loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly



repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and
forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to
the glory of your Name. Amen.

Prayer of St. Francis of Assisi

Lord make us instruments of your peace.

Where there is hatred, let us sow love;
where there is injury, pardon;
where there is discord, union;
where there is doubt, faith;
where there is despair, hope;
where there is darkness, light;
where there is sadness, joy.

Grant that we may not so much seek to be consoled as to console;
to be understood as to understand;
to be loved as to love.
For it is in giving that we receive;
it is in pardoning that we are pardoned;
and it is in dying that we are born to eternal life. Amen.

Blessings and Celebrations
Birthday Prayer

Watch over your children, O Lord, as their days increase; bless and guide
them wherever they may be. Strengthen them when they stand; comfort
them when discouraged or sorrowful; raise them up if they fall; and in their
hearts may thy peace which passeth understanding abide all the days of
their lives; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

Wedding Anniversary Prayer

O God, you have so consecrated the covenant of marriage that in it is
represented the spiritual unity between Christ and His Church. Send, there-
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fore, your blessing upon these your servants, that they may so love, honor
and cherish each other in faithfulness and patience, in wisdom and true
godliness, that their home may be a haven of blessing and peace; through
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever. Amen.

Prayer for the Anniversary of Baptism

O God, you prepared your disciples for the coming of the Holy Spirit
through the teaching of your Son, Jesus Christ, who was first baptized by
John in the Jordan River. Bless this child of yours on the anniversary of
Baptism, that the gifts of the Holy Spirit may ever remain with them,
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

Prayer for the Sick

O God of heavenly powers, by the might of your command you drive away
from our bodies all sickness and all infirmity: Be present in your goodness
with your servant N., that Ais weakness may be banished and 4is strength
restored; and that &is health being renewed, #e may bless your holy Name;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.

Offertory Choir Anthem “You Are Mine”
Doxology



The Holy Communion

The Great Thanksgiving
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give him thanks and praise.
God of all power, Ruler of the Universe, you are worthy of glory and
praise.
Glory to you for ever and ever.

At your command all things came to be: the vast expanse of interstellar
space, galaxies, suns, the planets in their courses, and this fragile earth, our
1sland home.

By your will they were created and have their being.

From the primal elements you brought forth the human race, and blessed us
with memory, reason, and skill. You made us the rulers of creation. But we
turned against you, and betrayed your trust; and we turned against one an-
other.

Have mercy, Lord, for we are sinners in your sight.

Again and again, you called us to return. Through prophets and sages you
revealed your righteous Law. And in the fullness of time you sent your only
Son, born of a woman, to fulfill your Law, to open for us the way of free-
dom and peace.

By his blood, he reconciled us.
By his wounds, we are healed.

And therefore we praise you, joining with the heavenly chorus, with proph-
ets, apostles, and martyrs, and with all those in every generation who have
looked to you in hope, to proclaim with them your glory, in their unending
hymn:
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Setting: From A Community Mass; Richard Proulx (b. 1937)

And so, Father, we who have been redeemed by him, and made a new peo-
ple by water and the Spirit, now bring before you these gifts. Sanctify them
by your Holy Spirit to be the Body and Blood of Jesus Christ our Lord.

On the night he was betrayed he took bread, said the blessing, broke the
bread, and gave it to his friends, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body,
which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”
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After supper, he took the cup of wine, gave thanks, and said, “Drink this, all
of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for
many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the re-
membrance of me.”

Remembering now his work of redemption, and offering to you this sacrifice
of thanksgiving,

We celebrate his death and resurrection, as we await the day of his com-
ing.

Lord God of our Fathers: God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob; God and Father
of our Lord Jesus Christ: Open our eyes to see your hand at work in the
world about us. Deliver us from the presumption of coming to this Table for
solace only, and not for strength; for pardon only, and not for renewal. Let

the grace of this Holy Communion make us one body, one spirit in Christ,
that we may worthily serve the world in his name.

Risen Lord, be known to us in the breaking of the Bread.

Accept these prayers and praises, Father, through Jesus Christ our great High
Priest, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, your Church gives honor, glo-
ry, and worship, from generation to generation. 4 men.

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to sing,
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The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that
Christ died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiv-
ing.

All are welcome to receive Holy Communion.

Gluten free wafers are available. If you want just a blessing, please come
to the altar rail and cross your arms over your body.

Communion Hymn #1185 Spirit of the living God
Post Communion Prayer
Let us pray.

Almighty and everliving God, we thank you for feeding us with the
spiritual food of the most precious Body and Blood of your Son our
Savior Jesus Christ; and for assuring us in these holy mysteries that we
are living members of the Body of your Son, and heirs of your eternal
kingdom.

And now, Father, send us out to do the work you have given us to do,
to love and serve you as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord. To him,
to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, now and for ever.
Amen.

Blessing

Closing Hymn #537 Christ for the world we sing
Dismissal

Alleluia, alleluia. Grace be with you.

Thanks be to God.

Go 1n peace.

We go in the name of Christ. Alleluia, alleluia.

Postlude Chuck Sheaffer
All music used with permission, CCLI #1374105
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Prayer and Praise
Remember those who have asked for our prayers

Alexa, Pam, Deacon George, Suzan, Robin, Denise, Priscella, Laurence,
Louisa, Marlene, Mark, Toni, Mauro, Loretta, Kelly, Gabriel, Joy, Ken, Bon-
nie, Alfred, Clare, Michael, Rocky, Susan, Dennis, Michael, Ishmael, Lisa,
Mary, Bob, Mary, Howard, Cheryl, Marti, Daniel, Tony, Joanne, JoAnne,
Linda, Janet, JoHanna, Sasha, Doug

Those who have passed away:
Christine Jayne
Elaine Paradis
Carol DeMaria Donati Hertle
Those in the Military:
1 LT Sam Birch, USA
LTC Nathaniel P. Wallace, USAFR
CPT Jeavieve Campbell, Air Force
CPT Fred Campbell, Air Force
Special Prayers:
Please keep the Clergy, Vestry and Wardens of St. Paul's in your prayers.

Ministries of St. Paul’s
Salvation Army Food Distribution
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March Ministry Schedule

Dates  |Mar 2™ Mar 9™ |Mar 16"  |Mar23rd  [Mar 30th
Clergy |Fr.Brian |Fr. Brian |Fr. Brian Fr. Brian | Fr. Brian
Acolytes [Judy T. Nancy S. [Nancy S. Nancy S. Nancy S.
Nancy S. |Judy T. Jim P. Judy T. Judy T.
Eucha- |Stephanie |NancyS. |Judy Rex Nancy S.
ristic G.
Minister
Lectors |Ann M. Nancy S. [Barbara V. (Judy T. Joyce B.
Theresa G. |Stephanie |Alex S. Rex Ann M.
H-W.
Interces- | Sarah H. Courtney |Lora B. Luis Nancy S.
sor S.
Ushers |Phil M. Claudine |Greg B. Phil M. David L.
Linda L. R. Carolyn L. |Carolyn L. [Claudine
David L. R.
Greeters |Phil M. David L. |Greg B. Phil M. David L.
Lynelle H. |Claudine |CarolynL. [CarolynL. [Claudine
R. R.
Vestry  [Sarah H. Courtney |Lora B. Luis Nancy S.
Rep. S.
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Coming Up In Lent & Holy Week

Sunday March 27d — 8am Eucharist Rite 1, no music or sermon. This is a trial on
the first Sundays in March and April.

Tuesday March 4t — 5.30pm Shrove Tuesday Pancakes and Talent Show

Wednesday March 5% — Ash Wednesday A/ except Morning Prayer will be in the
Church. Noon will be brief ashes-on-the-go.

7.15am Eucharist with Ashes
10am Zoom Morning Prayer
Noon-1pm Ashes to Go (Ashes only)
5.15pm Eucharist with Ashes

Thursday March 6% (and every Thursday) — 10am Eucharist in the Church
10.45am Lenten Book Study (Henri Nouwen) in Guadalupe Chapel

Sunday — Starts March 9% 5.30pm Zoom Lenten Book Study (Turning Over Tables)
& Night Prayer

Tuesday Starts Midday March 11% Noon Day Prayer & Lenten Book Study
(Turning Over Tables) in Guadalupe Chapel

Sunday March 30t — Parish Forum following 10am Eucharist
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The flowers at the altar today
are given to

The Glory of God,
And Thankful for the Promise of Life Everlasting

Holy Week April 13th — 20th

Palm Sunday

10am Palm Sunday Eucharist with Confirmations & Yellow Bag Col-
lection Bishop David visiting

5.30pm Zoom Lenten Book Study & Night Prayer

Holy Tuesday 1pm Diocesan Chrism Mass at St James’ Cathedral Fresno
All invited

Holy Wednesday
7.15am Eucharist
Noon Final Lenten Book Study
5.30pm Final Zoom Lenten Book Study

Maundy Thursday 5pm Potluck Meal in the Church followed by Eucharist,
footwashing & vigil

Good Friday 10am Way of the Cross
Holy Saturday 7pm Easter Eve Vigil (with St Francis Turlock at St Paul)
Easter Day 10am Easter Eucharist
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St. Paul’s Episcopal Church

Pastoral Team

Fr. Brian Dawson.....209-897-1612...............c...... FrBrianDawson@gmail.com
Archdeacon Emeritus George Cano
Deacon Greg Masztal......... cccccceveveneiiiiie e, deacongregb66@outlook.com

Parish Administrator

Linda Lowe: 209-522-3267 ........cccccvviiivnnennns stpaulsmodestoca@gmail.com

Other Important Contacts
Music Director, Chuck Sheaffer ........c.cccccoveviveiiineceeen, cbshea@pacbell.net

Hand Bells, Judy Teter .......ccccoeciiieiiie e jipt@sbcglobal.net
Prayer Chain ........cccccoiiiiiiie e stpaulsmodestoca@gmail.com
St. Paul’s Epistle & Bulletin, Cherie Sheaffer................... cbshea@pacbell.net
Social Media, Deacon Greg Masztal .................. deacongregb66@outlook.com
Finance Committee, Carolyn List .........cc. ccoveeeennnn. carolynlist@sbcglobal.net
Stewardship Campaign, Courtney Smith............ courtneyvsmith@gmail.com

Praesidium ACademMY .......ccovviieeiiiiie e e Stephanie Gilmer

Vestry
Senior Warden: Joyce Bell -(215) 275-6502 .................... belljl@charter.net
Junior Warden: Peter Krewko (707) 853-3604 ..................... pmkjfc@att.net

Joyce Bell, Lora Burnett, Sarah Hartmann, Ishmael Huggins, Peter Krewko,
Luis Martinez, Ann Mootz, Chuck Sheaffer, Nancy Silva, and Courtney Smith.

Treasurer: Greg Burnett
Vestry Clerk: Carolyn List
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St. Paul's Episcopal Church of Modesto, CA

https://www.facebook.com/St-Pauls-Episcopal-Church-of-Modesto-CA-106952012668211/
facebook Then click on videos.
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www.https://www.saintpaulsmodesto.org/
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