
  

 

Welcome to St. Paul’s Episcopal Church 
1528 Oakdale Road, Modesto, CA 95355 - (209) 522-3267  

www.saintpaulsmodesto.org 

 Third Sunday AŌer Epiphany 
January 26, 2025 

Mission Statement 
We are a worshipping, inquiring and inclusive community united in Jesus’ name 
to change the world. 

Welcoming Statement 
We invite everyone to join in the communal life of the body of Christ, through 
participation and leadership in this congregation, and by fully sharing in the life 
and sacraments of this church. We affirm that each person is a child of God, and 
that those of every race, ethnicity, creed, age, gender, marital status, physical or 
mental ability, sexual orientation and gender identity are called to be one with us. 
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Prelude                                                                                    Chuck Sheaffer 

Opening Hymn #409 The spacious firmament on high 
 

Blessed be God: Creator, Christ, and Holy Spirit. 

And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 
 

Gloria  
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The Lord be with you.  

And also with you 

Let us pray.     

Give us grace, O Lord, to answer readily the call of our Savior Jesus 
Christ and proclaim to all people the Good News of his salvation, that 
we and the whole world may perceive the glory of his marvelous 
works; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. Amen. 

 

 

 

 



4 

 

The Lessons 

The first lesson is from Nehemiah 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

All the people of Israel gathered together into the square before the Water 
Gate. They told the scribe Ezra to bring the book of the law of Moses, which 
the Lඈඋൽ had given to Israel. Accordingly, the priest Ezra brought the law 
before the assembly, both men and women and all who could hear with un-
derstanding. This was on the first day of the seventh month. He read from it 
facing the square before the Water Gate from early morning until midday, in 
the presence of the men and the women and those who could understand; 
and the ears of all the people were attentive to the book of the law. And Ezra 
opened the book in the sight of all the people, for he was standing above all 
the people; and when he opened it, all the people stood up. Then Ezra 
blessed the Lඈඋൽ, the great God, and all the people answered, "Amen, 
Amen," lifting up their hands. Then they bowed their heads and worshiped 
the Lඈඋൽ with their faces to the ground. So they read from the book, from 
the law of God, with interpretation. They gave the sense, so that the people 
understood the reading. 

And Nehemiah, who was the governor, and Ezra the priest and scribe, and 
the Levites who taught the people said to all the people, "This day is holy to 
the Lඈඋൽ your God; do not mourn or weep." For all the people wept when 
they heard the words of the law. Then he said to them, "Go your way, eat the 
fat and drink sweet wine and send portions of them to those for whom noth-
ing is prepared, for this day is holy to our Lඈඋൽ; and do not be grieved, for 
the joy of the Lඈඋൽ is your strength." 
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Psalm 19 

 
 
 
 

1 The heavens declare the glory of God, * 
and the firmament shows his handiwork. 

2 One day tells its tale to another, * 
and one night imparts knowledge to another. 

3 Although they have no words or language, * 
and their voices are not heard, 

4 Their sound has gone out into all lands, * 
and their message to the ends of the world. 

5 In the deep has he set a pavilion for the sun; * 
it comes forth like a bridegroom out of his chamber; 
it rejoices like a champion to run its course. 

6 It goes forth from the uttermost edge of the heavens 
and runs about to the end of it again; * 
nothing is hidden from its burning heat. 

7 The law of the Lඈඋൽ is perfect 
and revives the soul; * 
the testimony of the Lඈඋൽ is sure 
and gives wisdom to the innocent. 

8 The statutes of the Lඈඋൽ are just 
and rejoice the heart; * 
the commandment of the Lඈඋൽ is clear 
and gives light to the eyes. 

9 The fear of the Lඈඋൽ is clean 
and endures for ever; * 
the judgments of the Lඈඋൽ are true 
and righteous altogether. 
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10 More to be desired are they than gold, 
more than much fine gold, * 
sweeter far than honey, 
than honey in the comb. 

11 By them also is your servant enlightened, * 
and in keeping them there is great reward. 

12 Who can tell how often he offends? * 
cleanse me from my secret faults. 

13 Above all, keep your servant from presumptuous sins; 
let them not get dominion over me; * 
then shall I be whole and sound, 
and innocent of a great offense. 

14 Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my 
heart be acceptable in your sight, * 
O Lඈඋൽ, my strength and my redeemer. 

 
The second reading is from I Corinthians 12:12-31a 
 

Just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the 
body, though many, are one body, so it is with Christ. For in the one Spirit 
we were all baptized into one body--Jews or Greeks, slaves or free--and we 
were all made to drink of one Spirit. 

Indeed, the body does not consist of one member but of many. If the foot 
would say, "Because I am not a hand, I do not belong to the body," that 
would not make it any less a part of the body. And if the ear would say, 
"Because I am not an eye, I do not belong to the body," that would not 
make it any less a part of the body. If the whole body were an eye, where 
would the hearing be? If the whole body were hearing, where would the 
sense of smell be? But as it is, God arranged the members in the body, each 
one of them, as he chose. If all were a single member, where would the 
body be? As it is, there are many members, yet one body. The eye cannot 
say to the hand, "I have no need of you," nor again the head to the feet, "I 



7 

 

have no need of you." On the contrary, the members of the body that seem 
to be weaker are indispensable, and those members of the body that we 
think less honorable we clothe with greater honor, and our less respectable 
members are treated with greater respect; whereas our more respectable 
members do not need this. But God has so arranged the body, giving the 

greater honor to the inferior member, that there may be no dissension 
within the body, but the members may have the same care for one another. 

If one member suffers, all suffer together with it; if one member is honored, 
all rejoice together with it. 

Now you are the body of Christ and individually members of it. And God 
has appointed in the church first apostles, second prophets, third teachers; 

then deeds of power, then gifts of healing, forms of assistance, forms of 
leadership, various kinds of tongues. Are all apostles? Are all prophets? Are 
all teachers? Do all work miracles? Do all possess gifts of healing? Do all 
speak in tongues? Do all interpret? But strive for the greater gifts. 

 The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

  

Gradual Hymn #533 How wondrous and great thy works 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke 4:14-21 

Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

Jesus, filled with the power of the Spirit, returned to Galilee, and a report 
about him spread through all the surrounding country. He began to teach in 
their synagogues and was praised by everyone. 

When he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, he went to the 
synagogue on the sabbath day, as was his custom. He stood up to read, and 
the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was given to him. He unrolled the scroll and 
found the place where it was written: 
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"The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, 
because he has anointed me 

to bring good news to the poor. 
He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives 

and recovery of sight to the blind, 
to let the oppressed go free, 

to proclaim the year of the Lord's favor." 
And he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant, and sat down. The 
eyes of all in the synagogue were fixed on him. Then he began to say to 
them, "Today this scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing." 
 
Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

Sermon:  Deacon Greg Masztal  

 
The Prayers of the People 

Confession of Sin 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in 
thought, word and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have 
left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not 
loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly 
repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and 
forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to 
the glory of your Name. Amen. 

Prayer of St. Francis of Assisi 

Lord make us instruments of your peace. 
 

Where there is hatred, let us sow love; 
 where there is injury, pardon;  
 where there is discord, union; 
 where there is doubt, faith;  
 where there is despair, hope; 
 where there is darkness, light;  
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 where there is sadness, joy. 
 

Grant that we may not so much seek to be consoled as to console; 
 to be understood as to understand;  
 to be loved as to love. 
 

For it is in giving that we receive; it is in pardoning that we are par-
doned;  

 and it is in dying that we are born to eternal life.  Amen. 
 

Blessings and Celebrations 
Birthday Prayer 

Watch over your children, O Lord, as their days increase; bless and guide 
them wherever they may be. Strengthen them when they stand; comfort 
them when discouraged or sorrowful; raise them up if they fall; and in their 
hearts may thy peace which passeth understanding abide all the days of 
their lives; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

 

Wedding Anniversary Prayer 

O God, you have so consecrated the covenant of marriage that in it is         
represented the spiritual unity between Christ and His Church.  Send, there-
fore, your blessing upon these your servants, that they may so love, honor 
and cherish each other in faithfulness and patience, in wisdom and true 
godliness, that their home may be a haven of blessing and peace; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

 

Prayer for the Anniversary of Baptism 

O God, you prepared your disciples for the coming of the Holy Spirit 
through the teaching of your Son, Jesus Christ, who was first baptized by 
John in the Jordan River. Bless this child of yours on the anniversary of 
Baptism, that the gifts of the Holy Spirit may ever remain with them, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God,  now and for ever.  Amen.   
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Prayer for the Sick 

O God of heavenly powers, by the might of your command you drive away 
from our bodies all sickness and all infirmity: Be present in your goodness 
with your servant N., that his weakness may be banished and his strength 
restored; and that his health being renewed, he may bless your holy Name; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

And also with you. 

Offertory Hymn WLP #782 Gracious Spirit (see insert) 

Doxology 

The Holy Communion 
The Great Thanksgiving  

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give 
thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of  heaven and earth. 

Proper Preface  

Because in the mystery of the Word made flesh, you have caused a new 
light to shine in our hearts, to give the knowledge of your glory in the face 
of your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels 
and with all the company of heaven, who forever sing this hymn to pro-
claim the glory of your Name: 
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     Sanctus   

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have 
made known to us in creation: in the calling of Israel to be your people; in 
your Word spoken through the prophets; and above all in the Word made 
flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate 
from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, 
you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. 
In him, you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into righteous-
ness, out of death into life. 

On  the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and 
when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, 
and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for 
the remembrance of me.” 



12 

 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he 
gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the 
new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of 
sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 

Therefore, according to his command, O Father, 

We remember his death, 

We proclaim his resurrection, 

We await his coming in glory: 

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; 
presenting to you, from your creation, this bread and this wine. 

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that 
they may be the Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new 
Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable 
through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put 
all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly 
country where, with all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of 
your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all 
creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our salvation. 

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor 
and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. Amen. 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to sing, 
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Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; Therefore let us keep the 
feast. Alleluia 
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The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that 
Christ died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiv-
ing. 

All are welcome to receive Holy Communion. 

Gluten free wafers are available.  If you want just a blessing, please come 
to the altar rail and cross your arms over your body.  

 

Communion Hymn #321 My God, thy table now is spread 

Post Communion Prayer 

Let us pray.  

  Almighty and everliving God, we thank you for feeding us with the 
spiritual food of the most precious Body and Blood of your Son our 
Savior Jesus Christ; and for assuring us in these holy mysteries that we 
are living members of the Body of your Son, and heirs of your eternal 
kingdom. 
   And now, Father, send us out to do the work you have given us to do, 
to love and serve you as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord.  To him, 
to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, now and for ever.  
Amen. 

 

Blessing 

Closing Hymn  WLP #778 We are all one in mission (see insert) 

Dismissal  

Alleluia, alleluia.  Grace be with you. 

Thanks be to God. 

Go in peace. 

We go in the name of Christ.  Alleluia, alleluia.   
 

Postlude                                  Chuck Sheaffer 
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Attention Handbell Ringers 
 
If you are interested in learning how to play handbells, please contact 
me, Judy Teter, 209-480-5383 or contact Linda Lowe in the church office 
209-522-3267. Our first rehearsal will be Wednesday 1/29, 6:30 pm. 
 
Thank You, Judy Teter 

Message from Cn. Anna 

Friends, 

Please support our siblings in Christ in the Diocese of 
Los Angeles and their communities as they struggle with and re-
cover from the various wildfires. 

Donations can be made through Episcopal Relief and Develop-
ment here:  https://www.episcopalrelief.org/ 

Thanks, 

Cn. Anna 

Checks may be sent to:  

  Episcopal Relief and Development, P.O. Box 3006, Harlan, IA, 
51593-0024, marked “CA Wildfire Relief” 

Contact the church office, 209-522-3267, with questions. 
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For Health, Peace and Comfort: 

Cherie Sheaffer; Claudine Romegialli; Pam & Mike Cox; Suzy Cano; Elaine 
Paradise; Deacon George; Paige; Denise; Ryan Anderson; Ann Mootz’s sister-
in-law; Mary Kinnaman; Michael Thorington; Ismael Huggins; Ken & Trish 
Hart; Mary Griffin; Joshua Trautmann; Christine Judd; Joel; Fr. Bob and 
Alexis Woods; Lennyn; Bob Jensen; Nell; Clare; Susan Sell; Christine Jayne; 
Howard; Cheryl; Thomas; Keith and Ginny; Brett; Colleen; Priscilla; Dennis; 
Rocky; Loretta; Ed and Roberta; Craig and Marti; Carol;  Joy; Roxy and Kris-
tina; Marlene; Steven; Laurence; Mark; Sherrie; Louisa; Jack; Deanette; Toni; 
Bonnie; Kelly; Lisa S.; Sue; Tony L; Robin; Pam W.; Mauro; Annamary and 
Jim; Mark; Polly; Denise. 

Praise God: 

The many ways that God heals and comforts his children. 

Please Pray For: 

Kristina Frias, for success in her job search.  

Gabe Trautmann for success in his job search. 

Ally Young for success in her job search. 

Please pray for the victims of the wildfires in Los Angeles  

Please pray for those in war torn areas everywhere: Ukraine, Holy Land,  

Gaza, Palestine and Afghanistan.  

 Pray for the leaders of all nations for wisdom.  

Please pray for the American people to listen to God’s will in their hearts and 
do unto others as they would want done to them and their families.  
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The flowers at the altar today  
are given to  

The Glory of God by Jack and Tina Dempsey 
 

IfÊyouÊhaveÊanyÊpastoralÊneeds,ÊpleaseÊcontactÊtheÊchurchÊoffice. 

IfÊyouÊhaveÊanyÊprayers,ÊpraisesÊorÊupdatesÊyouÊwouldÊlikeÊadded,Ê
pleaseÊcontactÊtheÊchurchÊofficeÊphoneÊnumberÊ209-522-3267. 

Coffee Hour-Parish Hall following Worship 
EnjoyÊcoffeeÊorÊteaÊandÊsomethingÊdeliciousÊeachÊweekÊinÊtheÊParishÊHall.Ê
SpendÊaÊliƩleÊƟmeÊgeƫngÊtoÊknowÊyourÊChrisƟanÊbrothersÊandÊsistersÊbeforeÊ
headingÊoutÊtoÊenjoyÊyourÊSunday. 

 

Thursday Eucharist-10 am, Guadalupe Chapel through January 
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January Ministry Schedule 

Dates Jan 5th
 Jan 12th

 Jan 19th
 Jan 26th 

Clergy Fr. Brian Fr. Brian Fr. Brian Fr. Brian 

Dc. Greg 

Acolytes Nancy S. 

Judy T. 

Judy T. 

Nancy S. 

Jim P. 

Nancy S. 

Nancy S. 

Judy T. 

Eucharistic 
Minister 

Stephanie G. Nancy S. Judy Rex 

Lectors Stephanie G. 

Linda L. 

Joyce B. 

Alex S. 

Nancy S. 

Stephanie 
H-W. 

Barbara V. 

Judy T. 

Intercessor Linda L. Judy T. Lora B. Luis M. 

Ushers Claudine R. 

David L. 

Ishmael H. 

Phil M. 

Greg B. 

Claudine R. 

Phil M. 

David L. 

Greeters Claudine R. 

David L. 

Ishmael H. 

Phil M. 

Greg B. 

Claudine R. 

Phil M. 

David L. 

Vestry Rep. Linda L. Judy T. Lora B. Luis M. 
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St. Paul’s Episcopal Church 
 

Pastoral Team 
Fr. Brian Dawson…..209-897-1612………………….FrBrianDawson@gmail.com 
Archdeacon Emeritus George Cano 
Deacon Greg Masztal……... ……..….………………..deacongreg66@outlook.com 

 

 

Parish Administrator 
Linda Lowe: 209-522-3267 ……………………….stpaulsmodestoca@gmail.com  

 

 

Other Important Contacts 
Music Director, Chuck Sheaffer ………………………………...cbshea@pacbell.net 
Hand Bells, Judy Teter ……………………………………………….jlpt@sbcglobal.net 
Prayer Chain …………………………………………….stpaulsmodestoca@gmail.com  
St. Paul’s Epistle & Bulletin, Cherie Sheaffer…... ………….cbshea@pacbell.net 
Social Media, Deacon Greg Masztal …….. ……….deacongreg66@outlook.com 
Finance Committee, Carolyn List ………... …………...carolynlist@sbcglobal.net 
Stewardship Campaign, Sarah Hartmann  ………….shartmann1@charter.net 
Praesidium Academy …………………………. ……………………….Stephanie Gilmer 

 

 

Vestry 
Senior Warden: Joyce Bell -(215) 275-6502 …………………bellj1@charter.net 
Junior Warden:  
 

Joyce Bell, Lora Burnett, Sarah Hartmann, Ishmael Huggins, Peter Krewko, 
Luis Martinez, Ann Mootz, Chuck Sheaffer, Nancy Silva, and Courtney 
Smith. 
 

Treasurer:  Greg Burnett  
Vestry Clerk:  Carolyn List  
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St. Paul's Episcopal Church of Modesto, CA 
https://www.facebook.com/St-Pauls-Episcopal-Church-of-Modesto-CA-106952012668211/  

Then click on videos. 

www.https://www.saintpaulsmodesto.org/  


