
  

 

Welcome to St. Paul’s Episcopal Church 
1528 Oakdale Road, Modesto, CA 95355 - (209) 522-3267  

www.saintpaulsmodesto.org 

 Twenty-First Sunday AŌer Pentecost 
October 13, 2024 

Mission Statement 
We are a worshipping, inquiring and inclusive community united in Jesus’ name 
to change the world. 

Welcoming Statement 
We invite everyone to join in the communal life of the body of Christ, through 
participation and leadership in this congregation, and by fully sharing in the life 
and sacraments of this church. We affirm that each person is a child of God, and 
that those of every race, ethnicity, creed, age, gender, marital status, physical or 
mental ability, sexual orientation and gender identity are called to be one with us. 
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Prelude                                                                                    Chuck Sheaffer 

Opening Hymn #680 O God our help in ages past 
 

Blessed be God: Creator, Christ, and Holy Spirit. 

And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 
 

Gloria  
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The Lord be with you.  

And also with you 

Let us pray.     

Lord, we pray that your grace may always precede and follow us, that 
we may continually be given to good works; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and for ever. Amen. 

 

The Lessons 

 

The first lesson is from Amos 5:6-7, 10-15 
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The Word of the Lord. 

Seek the Lඈඋൽ and live, 
or he will break out against the house of Joseph like fire,  
and it will devour Bethel, with no one to quench it. 

Ah, you that turn justice to wormwood, 
and bring righteousness to the ground! 

 

They hate the one who reproves in the gate, 
and they abhor the one who speaks the truth. 

Therefore, because you trample on the poor 
and take from them levies of grain, 

you have built houses of hewn stone, 
but you shall not live in them; 

you have planted pleasant vineyards, 
but you shall not drink their wine. 

For I know how many are your transgressions, 
and how great are your sins— 

you who afflict the righteous, who take a bribe, 
and push aside the needy in the gate. 

Therefore the prudent will keep silent in such a time; 
for it is an evil time. 

 

Seek good and not evil, 
that you may live; 

and so the Lඈඋൽ, the God of hosts, will be with you, 
just as you have said. 

Hate evil and love good, 
and establish justice in the gate; 

it may be that the Lඈඋൽ, the God of hosts, 
will be gracious to the remnant of Joseph  



5 

 

Thanks be to God. 

Psalm 90:12-17 

12 So teach us to number our days * 
that we may apply our hearts to wisdom. 

13 Return, O Lඈඋൽ; how long will you tarry? * 
be gracious to your servants. 

14 Satisfy us by your loving-kindness in the morning; * 
so shall we rejoice and be glad all the days of our life. 

15 Make us glad by the measure of the days that you afflicted us * 
and the years in which we suffered adversity. 

16 Show your servants your works * 
and your splendor to their children. 

17 May the graciousness of the Lඈඋൽ our God be upon us; * 
prosper the work of our hands; 
prosper our handiwork. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The second reading is from Hebrews 4:12-16 

The word of God is living and active, sharper than any two-edged sword, 
piercing until it divides soul from spirit, joints from marrow; it is able to 
judge the thoughts and intentions of the heart. And before him no creature 
is hidden, but all are naked and laid bare to the eyes of the one to whom 
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we must render an account. 

Since, then, we have a great high priest who has passed through the 
heavens, Jesus, the Son of God, let us hold fast to our confession. For 
we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our 
weaknesses, but we have one who in every respect has been tested as 
we are, yet without sin. Let us therefore approach the throne of grace 
with boldness, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in 
time of need. 

 The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 Gradual Hymn Levas #136 I have decided to follow Jesus 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark  10:17-31 

Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

As Jesus was setting out on a journey, a man ran up and knelt before 
him, and asked him, “Good Teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal 
life?” Jesus said to him, “Why do you call me good? No one is good 
but God alone. You know the commandments: ‘You shall not murder; 
You shall not commit adultery; You shall not steal; You shall not bear 
false witness; You shall not defraud; Honor your father and mother.’” 
He said to him, “Teacher, I have kept all these since my youth.” Jesus, 
looking at him, loved him and said, “You lack one thing; go, sell what 
you own, and give the money to the poor, and you will have treasure in 
heaven; then come, follow me.” When he heard this, he was shocked 
and went away grieving, for he had many possessions. 

Then Jesus looked around and said to his disciples, “How hard it will 
be for those who have wealth to enter the kingdom of God!” And the 
disciples were perplexed at these words. But Jesus said to them again, 
“Children, how hard it is to enter the kingdom of God! It is easier for a 
camel to go through the eye of a needle than for someone who is rich to 
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enter the kingdom of God.” They were greatly astounded and said to 
one another, “Then who can be saved?” Jesus looked at them and said, 
“For mortals it is impossible, but not for God; for God all things are 
possible.” 

Peter began to say to him, “Look, we have left everything and followed 
you.” Jesus said, “Truly I tell you, there is no one who has left house or 
brothers or sisters or mother or father or children or fields, for my sake 
and for the sake of the good news, who will not receive a hundredfold 
now in this age—houses, brothers and sisters, mothers and children, 
and fields with persecutions—and in the age to come eternal life. But 
many who are first will be last, and the last will be first.” 

 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

Sermon:  Fr. Brian Dawson  

 

The Prayers of the People 

Confession of Sin 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in 
thought, word and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have 
left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not 
loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly 
repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and 
forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to 
the glory of your Name. Amen. 

Prayer of St. Francis of Assisi 

Lord make us instruments of your peace. 
 

Where there is hatred, let us sow love; 
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 where there is injury, pardon;  
 where there is discord, union; 
 where there is doubt, faith;  
 where there is despair, hope; 
 where there is darkness, light;  
 where there is sadness, joy. 
 

Grant that we may not so much seek to be consoled as to console; 
 to be understood as to understand;  
 to be loved as to love. 
 

For it is in giving that we receive; it is in pardoning that we are par-
doned;  

 and it is in dying that we are born to eternal life.  Amen. 
 

The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

And also with you. 

Blessings and Celebrations 
Birthday Prayer 

Watch over your children, O Lord, as their days increase; bless and guide 
them wherever they may be. Strengthen them when they stand; comfort 
them when discouraged or sorrowful; raise them up if they fall; and in their 
hearts may thy peace which passeth understanding abide all the days of 
their lives; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

 

Wedding Anniversary Prayer 

O God, you have so consecrated the covenant of marriage that in it is         
represented the spiritual unity between Christ and His Church.  Send, there-
fore, your blessing upon these your servants, that they may so love, honor 
and cherish each other in faithfulness and patience, in wisdom and true 
godliness, that their home may be a haven of blessing and peace; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever.  Amen. 
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Prayer for the Anniversary of Baptism 

O God, you prepared your disciples for the coming of the Holy Spirit 
through the teaching of your Son, Jesus Christ, who was first baptized by 
John in the Jordan River. Bless this child of yours on the anniversary of 
Baptism, that the gifts of the Holy Spirit may ever remain with them, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God,  now and for ever.  Amen.   
 

Prayer for the Sick 

O God of heavenly powers, by the might of your command you drive away 
from our bodies all sickness and all infirmity: Be present in your goodness 
with your servant N., that his weakness may be banished and his strength 
restored; and that his health being renewed, he may bless your holy Name; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

 

Offertory Sentence 

Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself for us, an offering and 
sacrifice to God. 

Offertory Hymn #375 Give praise and glory unto God 

Doxology 

The Holy Communion 
The Great Thanksgiving  

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give 
thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of  heaven and earth. 
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Proper Preface  

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels 
and with all the company of heaven, who forever sing this hymn to pro-
claim the glory of your Name: 

Sanctus   

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have 
made known to us in creation: in the calling of Israel to be your people; in 
your Word spoken through the prophets; and above all in the Word made 
flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate 
from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, 
you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. 
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In him, you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into righteous-
ness, out of death into life. 

 

On  the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and 
when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, 
and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for 
the remembrance of me.” 

 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he 
gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the 
new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of 
sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 

 

Therefore, according to his command, O Father, 

 

We remember his death, 

We proclaim his resurrection, 

We await his coming in glory: 

 

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; 
presenting to you, from your creation, this bread and this wine. 

 

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that 
they may be the Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new 
Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable 
through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put 
all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly 
country where, with all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of 
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your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all 
creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our salvation. 

 

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor 
and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. Amen. 

 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to sing, 
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Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; Therefore let us keep the 
feast. Alleluia 

The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that 
Christ died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiv-
ing. 

All are welcome to receive Holy Communion. 

Gluten free wafers are available.  If you want just a blessing, please come 
to the altar rail and cross your arms over your body.  

Communion Hymn Levas #119 Spirit of God descend upon my heart 

Post Communion Prayer 

Let us pray.  

  Almighty and everliving God, we thank you for feeding us with the 
spiritual food of the most precious Body and Blood of your Son our 
Savior Jesus Christ; and for assuring us in these holy mysteries that we 
are living members of the Body of your Son, and heirs of your eternal 
kingdom. 
   And now, Father, send us out to do the work you have given us to do, 
to love and serve you as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord.  To him, 
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to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, now and for ever.  
Amen. 

Blessing 

Closing Hymn  #460 Alleluia, sing to Jesus! 

Dismissal  

Alleluia, alleluia.  Grace be with you. 

Thanks be to God. 

Go in peace. 

We go in the name of Christ.  Alleluia, alleluia.   
 

Postlude                                  Chuck Sheaffer 

 

 

 

 

 

We’re excited to “Walk in Love” as we kick off St. 

Paul’s Stewardship Campaign. Each week, 

we'll shine a spotlight on a different ministry and the 

incredible work they do. You’ll get to put a face with a 

name and explore how you can invest your TIME, 

TALENT, and TREASURE. Keep an eye out for your 

leƩer and pledge cards during the week of October 6th, and don’t miss our 

DedicaƟon Sunday on November 3rd, All Saints Day! 
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St. Paul’s Music Ministry 

This year we would like to restart our church choir.  Our rehearsals will be at 
9:00 a.m. on Sundays.  We would like to especially prepare for Christmas.  
When I was in high school, I sang in the church choir. I would like to invite 
our junior and senior high youth to join.  We need sopranos, altos, tenors and 
basses.  Please consider joining.   

Our Sunday School class sings every Sunday - we hope to have them share 
their music during the church service.  I am also available after the church 
service to coach our youth who would like help with their musical instru-
ment.  We would like to restart our bell choir.  Our junior and senior high 
youth are encouraged to join. 

Musically Yours 

Chuck Sheaffer 

 

Everyone is invited to join Election Night Virtual Prayers hosted by The Episcopal 
Church Office of Government Relations from 8 to 10 p.m EY (5-8pm PST). Nov. 5. Bishop 
Sean Rowe, who will become presiding bishop on Nov. 1, will offer an opening reflection 
and prayer. Episcopalians from around the church will hold silence and lead participants 
in prayers together for peace, the nation, and all people and countries. Join via Facebook 
Live at https://www.facebook.com/TheE PPN/ 

Join Election Night Virtual Prayers 
 

Tuesday, Nov. 5, 8 to 10 p.m. ET  
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For Health, Peace and Comfort: 

Cherie Sheaffer; Claudine Romegialli; Pam & Mike Cox; Suzy Cano; Elaine 
Paradise; Deacon George; Ryan Anderson; Ann Mootz’s sister-in-law; Mary 
Kinnaman; Michael Thorington; Ishmael Huggins; Kristina & Rozy Frias; 
Ken & Trish Hart; Mary Griffin; Joshua Trautmann; Christine Judd; Joel;    
Ellen; Christine Jayne; Danielle; Craig and Marti Persons; Howard Grieshaber 
Keith and Ginny Munroe; Brett; Ann Mootz’s sister-in-law 

Praise God: 

Protection for Anthony’s family following a fire. 

Cherie’s healing. 

Please Pray For: 

Kristina Frias, for success in her job search.  

Gabe Trautmann for success in his job search. 

Ally Young for success in her job search. 

 Please pray for those in war torn areas everywhere: Ukraine, Holy Land,  

Gaza, Palestine and Afghanistan.  

  Pray for the leaders of all nations for wisdom.  

Please pray for the American people to listen to God’s will in their hearts and 
do unto others as they would want done to them and their families.  

 Please pray for all travelers as they journey to and from their destinations. 

Please see the weekly email for the entire list.  

ô 
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The flowers at the altar today  
are given to  

The Glory of God by Stephanie Gilmer in 
Memory of her Brother, Frank 

If you have any pastoral needs, please contact the church office. 

If you have any prayers, praises or updates you would like added, 
please contact the church office phone number 209-522-3267. 

**Join Us for Noonday Prayer ** 
 
We extend a warm invitation to join us for the weekly Noonday Prayer service, held 
every Tuesday at noon in the Guadalupe Chapel in the parish hall. 
  
Our Noonday Prayer service offers a brief yet meaningful opportunity for worship, re-
flection, and communal prayer. Lasting just a short while, it's a perfect chance to step 
away from the rush of our schedules and center ourselves in the presence of God. 
  
In addition to our time of prayer, we will also take a moment to read the readings for 
the upcoming Sunday. This allows us to prepare our hearts and minds for the mes-
sages and lessons that will be shared during our Sunday service. It's a chance to 
delve deeper into the Word, to ponder its significance, and to consider how it speaks 
to our lives today. 
 
Contact Sarah Hartmann, 215-917-8477, with any questions.  
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Dates Oct 6th
 Oct 13th

 Oct 20th
 Oct 27th 

Clergy Fr. Brian Fr. Brian Fr. Brian Fr. Brian 

Acolytes Judy T.  Judy T. 

Nancy S. 

Judy T. 

Nancy S. 

Jim P. 

Nancy S. 

Eucharis-
tic Minis-
ter 

Rex  Nancy S. Stephanie 
G. 

Judy T. 

Lectors Ann M. 

Judy T. 

Joyce B. 

Stephanie 

Nancy S. 

Theresa G. 

Barbara V. 

Alex S. 

Intercessor Lora Linda Judy Nancy 

Ushers Greg B. 

Claudine R. 

Phil M. 

Carolyn L. 

David L. Phil M. 

Carolyn L. 

Greeters Greg B. 

Claudine R. 

Phil M. 

Carolyn L. 

 Phil M. 

Carolyn L. 

Vestry 
Rep. 

Lora Linda Judy Nancy 

October Ministry Schedule 
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St. Paul’s Episcopal Church 
 

Pastoral Team 
Fr. Brian Dawson…..209-897-1612………………….FrBrianDawson@gmail.com 
Archdeacon Emeritus George Cano 
Deacon Greg Masztal……... ……..….………………..deacongreg66@outlook.com 

 

 

Parish Administrator 
Linda Lowe: 209-522-3267 ……………………….stpaulsmodestoca@gmail.com  

 

 

Other Important Contacts 
Music Director, Chuck Sheaffer ………………………………...cbshea@pacbell.net 
Hand Bells, Judy Teter ……………………………………………….jlpt@sbcglobal.net 
Prayer Chain …………………………………………….stpaulsmodestoca@gmail.com  
St. Paul’s Epistle & Bulletin, Cherie Sheaffer…... ………….cbshea@pacbell.net 
Social Media, Deacon Greg Masztal …….. ……….deacongreg66@outlook.com 
Finance Committee, Carolyn List ………... …………...carolynlist@sbcglobal.net 
Stewardship Campaign, Sarah Hartmann  ………….shartmann1@charter.net 
Praesidium Academy …………………………. ……………………….Stephanie Gilmer 

 

 

Vestry 
Senior Warden: Linda Lowe:  209-496-3937 …. ………..lwlowe@outlook.com 
Junior Warden: Judy Teter ………………………………………...jlpt@sbcglobal.net 

 

Lora Burnett, Sarah Hartmann, Linda Lowe, Luis Martinez, Ann Mootz, 
Chuck Sheaffer, Nancy Silva, and Judy Teter. 
 

Treasurer:  Stephanie Gilmer  
Vestry Clerk:  Carolyn List  
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St. Paul's Episcopal Church of Modesto, CA 
https://www.facebook.com/St-Pauls-Episcopal-Church-of-Modesto-CA-106952012668211/  

Then click on videos. 

www.https://www.saintpaulsmodesto.org/  


