
  

 

Welcome to St. Paul’s Episcopal Church 
1528 Oakdale Road, Modesto, CA 95355 - (209) 522-3267  

www.saintpaulsmodesto.org 

 Eighth Sunday A er Pentecost 
July 14, 2024 

Mission Statement 
We are a worshipping, inquiring and inclusive community united in Jesus’ name 
to change the world. 

Welcoming Statement 
We invite everyone to join in the communal life of the body of Christ, through 
participation and leadership in this congregation, and by fully sharing in the life 
and sacraments of this church. We affirm that each person is a child of God, and 
that those of every race, ethnicity, creed, age, gender, marital status, physical or 
mental ability, sexual orientation and gender identity are called to be one with us. 
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Prelude                                                                                    Chuck Sheaffer 

Opening Hymn #436 Lift up your heads, ye mighty gates 
 

Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 
 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you 
no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of 
your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify 
your holy Name: through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
Gloria  
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The Lord be with you.  

And also with you 

Let us pray.     

O Lord, mercifully receive the prayers of your people who call upon 
you, and grant that they may know and understand what things they 
ought to do, and also may have grace and power faithfully to accom-
plish them; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

 

The Lessons 

The first lesson is from Amos 7:7-15 
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The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

Psalm 85:8-13 

8 I will listen to what the L  God is saying, * 
for he is speaking peace to his faithful people 

This is what the Lord G  showed me: the L  was standing beside a 
wall built with a plumb line, with a plumb line in his hand. And the 
Lord said to me, “Amos, what do you see?” And I said, “A plumb line.” 
Then the Lord said, 

“See, I am setting a plumb line in the midst of my people Israel; I 
will never again pass them by; 

the high places of Isaac shall be made desolate,  
and the sanctuaries of Israel shall be laid waste,  
and I will rise against the house of Jeroboam with the 
sword.” 

Then Amaziah, the priest of Bethel, sent to King Jeroboam of Israel, 
saying, "Amos has conspired against you in the very centre of the house 
of Israel; the land is not able to bear all his words. For thus Amos has 
said, 

'Jeroboam shall die by the sword, 
and Israel must go into exile 
away from his land.' " 

And Amaziah said to Amos, "O seer, go, flee away to the land of Judah, 
earn your bread there, and prophesy there; but never again prophesy at 
Bethel, for it is the king’s sanctuary, and it is a temple of the kingdom." 

Then Amos answered Amaziah, "I am no prophet, nor a prophet’s son; 
but I am a herdsman, and a dresser of sycamore trees, and 
the L  took me from following the flock, and the L  said to me, 
'Go, prophesy to my people Israel.'” 
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and to those who turn their hearts to him. 
9 Truly, his salvation is very near to those who fear him, * 

that his glory may dwell in our land. 
10 Mercy and truth have met together; * 

righteousness and peace have kissed each other. 
11 Truth shall spring up from the earth, * 

and righteousness shall look down from heaven. 
12 The L  will indeed grant prosperity, * 

and our land will yield its increase. 
13 Righteousness shall go before him, * 

and peace shall be a pathway for his feet. 
 

The second reading is from Ephesians 1:3-14 

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed 
us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, just as he 
chose us in Christ before the foundation of the world to be holy and 
blameless before him in love. He destined us for adoption as his children 
through Jesus Christ, according to the good pleasure of his will, to the 
praise of his glorious grace that he freely bestowed on us in the Beloved. 
In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our tres-
passes, according to the riches of his grace that he lavished on us. With all 
wisdom and insight he has made known to us the mystery of his will, ac-
cording to his good pleasure that he set forth in Christ, as a plan for the 
fullness of time, to gather up all things in him, things in heaven and things 
on earth. In Christ we have also obtained an inheritance, having been des-
tined according to the purpose of him who accomplishes all things accord-
ing to his counsel and will, so that we, who were the first to set our hope 
on Christ, might live for the praise of his glory. In him you also, when you 
had heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and had believed 
in him, were marked with the seal of the promised Holy Spirit; this is the 
pledge of our inheritance toward redemption as God's own people, to the 
praise of his glory. 
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 The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 Gradual Hymn #615 Thy Kingdom come! 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark  6:14-29 

Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

King Herod heard of Jesus and his disciples, for Jesus’ name had be-
come known. Some were saying, “John the baptizer has been raised 
from the dead; and for this reason these powers are at work in him.” 
But others said, “It is Elijah.” And others said, “It is a prophet, like one 
of the prophets of old.” But when Herod heard of it, he said, “John, 
whom I beheaded, has been raised.” 

For Herod himself had sent men who arrested John, bound him, and put 
him in prison on account of Herodias, his brother Philip’s wife, be-
cause Herod had married her. For John had been telling Herod, “It is 
not lawful for you to have your brother’s wife.” And Herodias had a 
grudge against him, and wanted to kill him. But she could not, for Her-
od feared John, knowing that he was a righteous and holy man, and he 
protected him. When he heard him, he was greatly perplexed; and yet 
he liked to listen to him. But an opportunity came when Herod on his 
birthday gave a banquet for his courtiers and officers and for the lead-
ers of Galilee. When his daughter Herodias came in and danced, she 
pleased Herod and his guests; and the king said to the girl, “Ask me for 
whatever you wish, and I will give it.” And he solemnly swore to her, 
“Whatever you ask me, I will give you, even half of my kingdom.” She 
went out and said to her mother, “What should I ask for?” She replied, 
“The head of John the baptizer.” Immediately she rushed back to the 
king and requested, “I want you to give me at once the head of John the 
Baptist on a platter.” The king was deeply grieved; yet out of regard for 
his oaths and for the guests, he did not want to refuse her. Immediately 
the king sent a soldier of the guard with orders to bring John’s head. He 
went and beheaded him in the prison, brought his head on a platter, and 
gave it to the girl. Then the girl gave it to her mother. When his disci-
ples heard about it, they came and took his body, and laid it in a tomb. 
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The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

Sermon:  Rev. Lyn Morlan 

The Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, Maker of heaven and 
earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.  

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally be-
gotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from 
true God, begotten not made, of one being with the Father. Through 
Him all things were made.  For us and for our salvation He came down 
from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit He became incarnate 
from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. 

For our sake, He was crucified under Pontius Pilate; He suffered death 
and was buried.  

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; He 
ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and His 
Kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds 
from the Father and the Son.  With the Father and the Son He is wor-
shipped and glorified. 

He has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy, catholic and apostolic Church.  

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  

We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to 
come. Amen. 
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The Prayers of the People 

Confession of Sin 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in 
thought, word and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have 
left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not 
loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly 
repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and 
forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to 
the glory of your Name. Amen. 

Prayer of St. Francis of Assisi 

Lord make us instruments of your peace. 
 

Where there is hatred, let us sow love; 
 where there is injury, pardon;  
 where there is discord, union; 
 where there is doubt, faith;  
 where there is despair, hope; 
 where there is darkness, light;  
 where there is sadness, joy. 
 

Grant that we may not so much seek to be consoled as to console; 
 to be understood as to understand;  
 to be loved as to love. 
 

For it is in giving that we receive; it is in pardoning that we are par-
doned;  

 and it is in dying that we are born to eternal life.  Amen. 
 

The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

And also with you. 

Blessings and Celebrations 
Birthday Prayer 
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Watch over your children, O Lord, as their days increase; bless and guide 
them wherever they may be. Strengthen them when they stand; comfort 
them when discouraged or sorrowful; raise them up if they fall; and in their 
hearts may thy peace which passeth understanding abide all the days of 
their lives; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

 

Wedding Anniversary Prayer 

O God, you have so consecrated the covenant of marriage that in it is         
represented the spiritual unity between Christ and His Church.  Send, there-
fore, your blessing upon these your servants, that they may so love, honor 
and cherish each other in faithfulness and patience, in wisdom and true 
godliness, that their home may be a haven of blessing and peace; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

 

Prayer for the Anniversary of Baptism 

O God, you prepared your disciples for the coming of the Holy Spirit 
through the teaching of your Son, Jesus Christ, who was first baptized by 
John in the Jordan River. Bless this child of yours on the anniversary of 
Baptism, that the gifts of the Holy Spirit may ever remain with them, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God,  now and for ever.  Amen.   
 

Prayer for the Sick 

O God of heavenly powers, by the might of your command you drive away 
from our bodies all sickness and all infirmity: Be present in your goodness 
with your servant N., that his weakness may be banished and his strength 
restored; and that his health being renewed, he may bless your holy Name; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

Prayer for Father Brian Dawson 

Heavenly Father, we eagerly await the arrival of Father Brian to shepherd 
our community. Bless him with your guidance, strength, and love as he pre-
pares to join us. May his ministry be a source of inspiration and may we 
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welcome him with open arms and hearts. Guide us through this transition 
and unite us in faith and fellowship. Amen. 

Offertory Sentence 

Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself for us, an offering and 
sacrifice to God. 

Offertory Hymn Levas #106 Take my hand precious Lord 

The Holy Communion 
The Great Thanksgiving  

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give 
thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of  heaven and earth. 

Proper Preface  

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels 
and with all the company of heaven, who forever sing this hymn to pro-
claim the glory of your Name: 

Sanctus   
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Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; 
and, when we had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, 
in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our hu-
man nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and 
Father of all. 

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience 
to your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world. 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus  

Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and 
gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is giv-
en for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he 
gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the 
new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of 
sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Christ has died. 

Christ is risen. 

Christ will come again. 

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of 
praise and thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, 
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we offer you these gifts. 

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood 
of your Son, the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanc-
tify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve 
you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your 
saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom. 

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in 
him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty 
Father, now and for ever.  Amen. 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to sing, 
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Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; Therefore let us keep the 
feast. Alleluia 

The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that 
Christ died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiv-
ing. 

All baptized persons are welcome to receive Holy Communion. 

Gluten free wafers are available.  If you want just a blessing, please come 
to the altar rail and cross your arms over your body.  

Communion Hymn Levas #118 Oh let the Son of God enfold you 

Post Communion Prayer 

Let us pray.  

  Almighty and everliving God, we thank you for feeding us with the 
spiritual food of the most precious Body and Blood of your Son our 
Savior Jesus Christ; and for assuring us in these holy mysteries that we 
are living members of the Body of your Son, and heirs of your eternal 
kingdom. 
   And now, Father, send us out to do the work you have given us to do, 
to love and serve you as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord.  To him, 
to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, now and for ever.  
Amen. 
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Blessing 

 

Closing Hymn  #539 O Zion, haste thy mission high fulfilling 

Dismissal  

Alleluia, alleluia.  Grace be with you. 

Thanks be to God. 

Go in peace. 

We go in the name of Christ.  Alleluia, alleluia.   
 

Postlude                                 Chuck Sheaffer 

 

 

Coffee Hour-Parish Hall after Worship 
Enjoy coffee or tea and something delicious each week in the Parish Hall. 
Spend a little time getting to know your Christian brothers and sisters be-
fore heading out to enjoy your Sunday. 
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Financial Summary 

  Jan-24 Feb-24 Mar-24 Apr-24 May-24 
Opera ng In-

come: 18,280.01 13,865.82 21009.17 17231.3 13,451.08 
Facility Use: 7,950.00 6,000.00 6,000.00 0.00 12,719.00 
Fundraisers: 0.00 0.00 365.80 0.00 0.00 
Outreach: 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 

Restricted In-
come: 30,630.00 792.00 323.00 1,302.17 20,700.00 

Total Income: 
56,860.01 20,657.82 27697.97 18533.47 46,870.08 

Expenses: 31,753.31 21,581.32 15907.71 17278.79 24,740.78 
Net In-

come/loss: 
25,106.70 -923.50 11790.26 1,254.68 22,129.30 

Special Note About the Financial Summary: 
Restricted income is income for very specific purposes. In January St. Paul’s re-
ceived a donation specifically for capital projects. Those funds are being used 
for refurbishment and repair projects. In May we received a grant from the Di-
ocese to replace the roofs on the school buildings. Some funds from the Janu-
ary gift and our savings will complete that project. 

Consistent donations are needed to maintain our ministries and plan for our 
future as a parish. 

Questions? Contact Stephanie Gilmer, our Treasurer, or the church office. 
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For Health, Peace and Comfort: 

Cherie Sheaffer; Ed Bearden-recovering from surgery; Claudine Romegialli; 
Pam & Mike Cox; Suzy Cano; Elaine Paradise; Deacon George; Ryan Ander-
son; Ann Mootz’s sister-in-law; Mary Kinnaman; Michael Thorington; 

Ismael Huggins; Kristina & Rozy Frias; Ken & Trish Hart; Melanie Mayfield 
& husband John; Mary Griffin; Joshua Trautmann; Christine Judd; Joel, Craig 
Persons, Marti Persons. 

Praise God: 

Presiding Bishop Michael Curry is resuming his duties with limited travel. 

Prayers and thanksgiving for Fr. Brian Dawson, due to arrive in August. 

Please Pray For: 

Kristina Frias, for success in her job search.  

Gabe Trautmann for success in his job search. 

Ally Young for success in her job search. 

Jack Biglow for success in his job search. 

 Please pray for those in war torn areas everywhere: Ukraine, Holy Land,  

Gaza, Palestine and Afghanistan.  

  Pray for the leaders of all nations for wisdom.  

Please pray for the American people to listen to God’s will in their hearts and 
do unto others as they would want done to them and their families.  

 Please pray for all travelers as they journey to and from their destinations. 

Please see the weekly email for the entire list.  



17 

 

The flowers at the altar today  
are given to  

The Glory of God by Carolyn List in memory of 
her husband, David List 

If you have any pastoral needs, please contact the church office. 

If you have any prayers, praises or updates you would like added, 
please contact the church office phone number 209-522-3267. 

**Join Us for Noonday Prayer ** 
 
We extend a warm invitation to join us for the weekly Noonday Prayer service, held 
every Tuesday at noon in the Guadalupe Chapel in the parish hall. 
  
Our Noonday Prayer service offers a brief yet meaningful opportunity for worship, re-
flection, and communal prayer. Lasting just a short while, it's a perfect chance to step 
away from the rush of our schedules and center ourselves in the presence of God. 
  
In addition to our time of prayer, we will also take a moment to read the readings for 
the upcoming Sunday. This allows us to prepare our hearts and minds for the mes-
sages and lessons that will be shared during our Sunday service. It's a chance to 
delve deeper into the Word, to ponder its significance, and to consider how it speaks 
to our lives today. 
 
Contact Sarah Hartmann, 215-917-8477, with any questions.  
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July Ministry Schedule 

Dates July 7th
 July 14th

 July 21st
 July 28th 

Clergy Fr. Dondi Rev. Lyn Rev. Lyn Rev.    
Kathie 

Acolytes Judy T. 

Nancy S. 

 Judy T. 

Nancy S. 

Jim P. 

Nancy S. 

Judy T. 

Nancy S. 

Eucharis-
tic Minis-
ter 

Judy T.  Rex A. Nancy S. Rex A. 

Lectors Stephanie  H-
W 

Christine J. 

Alex S. 

Ann M. 

Stephanie  
H-W 

Christine J. 

Linda L. 

Barbara V. 

Interces-
sor 

Linda Nancy Judy Luis 

Ushers David L. 

Carolyn L. 

Claudine R. 

Greg B. 

Phil M. 

Susan S. 

Carolyn L. 

David L. 

Greeters Carolyn L. 

Christine J. 

Greg B. 

Claudine R. 

Phil M. 

Susan S. 

Christine J. 

Carolyn L. 

Vestry 
Rep. 

Linda Nancy Judy Luis 
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St. Paul’s Episcopal Church 
 

Pastoral Team 
Archdeacon Emeritus George Cano 
Deacon Greg Masztal……... ……..….………………..deacongreg66@outlook.com 

 

 

Senior Warden 
Linda Lowe: 209-522-3267 ……………………….stpaulsmodestoca@gmail.com  

 

 

Other Important Contacts 
Music Director, Chuck Sheaffer ………………………………...cbshea@pacbell.net 
Hand Bells, Judy Teter ……………………………………………….jlpt@sbcglobal.net 
Prayer Chain …………………………………………….stpaulsmodestoca@gmail.com  
St. Paul’s Epistle & Bulletin, Cherie Sheaffer…... ………….cbshea@pacbell.net 
Social Media, Deacon Greg Masztal …….. ……….deacongreg66@outlook.com 
Finance Committee, Carolyn List ………... …………...carolynlist@sbcglobal.net 
Stewardship Campaign, Sarah Hartmann  ………….shartmann1@charter.net 
Praesidium Academy …………………………. ……………………….Stephanie Gilmer 

 

 

Vestry 
Senior Warden: Linda Lowe:  209-496-3937 …. ………..lwlowe@outlook.com 
Junior Warden: Judy Teter ………………………………………...jlpt@sbcglobal.net 

 

Lora Burnett, Sarah Hartmann, Linda Lowe, Luis Martinez-Iller, Ann Mootz, 
Chuck Sheaffer, Nancy Silva, and Judy Teter. 
 

Treasurer:  Stephanie Gilmer  
Vestry Clerk:  Carolyn List  
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St. Paul's Episcopal Church of Modesto, CA 
https://www.facebook.com/St-Pauls-Episcopal-Church-of-Modesto-CA-106952012668211/  

Then click on videos. 

    St. Paul's Episcopal Church Modesto CA 
     https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCBABwqOZphWFUZVjnc7eFqw  

www.https://www.saintpaulsmodesto.org/  


