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Third Sunday of Advent
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Mission Statement
We are a worshipping, inquiring and inclusive community united in Jesus’ name
to change the world.

Welcoming Statement
We invite everyone to join in the communal life of the body of Christ, through
participation and leadership in this congregation, and by fully sharing in the life
and sacraments of this church. We affirm that each person is a child of God, and
that those of every race, ethnicity, creed, age, gender, marital status, physical or
mental ability, sexual orientation and gender identity are called to be one with us.



The Entrance Rite

Prelude Chuck Sheaffer

Opening Hymn # 616 Hail to the Lord’s annointed
Lighting of the Advent Wreath

The advent wreath reminds us of our yearning for God. Its circular shape tells of God’s
everlasting love and faithfulness. Its evergreen branches tell us of eternal life and of
God'’s desire for us to live with him forever. The four candles remind us of the passing
of time, our human history into which God has entered through his Son, Jesus.

O God, you sent messengers to tell us of the coming of the Messiah. Help
us to be messengers to the world about the light of Christ. Amen
The third Advent candle is lit.

Blessed are you, holy and living One

All: You come to your people and set them free.
Gloria

Celebrant: The Lord be with you.



All: And also with you.
Celebrant: Let us pray.

Stir up your power, O Lord, and with great might come among us; and, be-
cause we are sorely hindered by our sins, let your bountiful grace and mer-
cy speedily help and deliver us; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom,

with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen

The Old Testament Reading
Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11
'"The spirit of the Lord God is upon me, because the Lord has anointed me;

he has sent me to bring good news to the oppressed, to bind up the broken-
hearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and release to the prisoners; *to
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proclaim the year of the Lord s favor, and the day of vengeance of our God;
to comfort all who mourn; *to provide for those who mourn in Zion— to give
them a garland instead of ashes, the oil of gladness instead of mourning, the
mantle of praise instead of a faint spirit. They will be called oaks of right-
eousness, the planting of the Lord, to display his glory.

*They shall build up the ancient ruins, they shall raise up the former devasta-
tions; they shall repair the ruined cities, the devastations of many genera-
tions. *For I the Lord love justice, I hate robbery and wrongdoing; I will
faithfully give them their recompense, and [ will make an everlasting cove-
nant with them. *Their descendants shall be known among the nations, and
their offspring among the peoples; all who see them shall acknowledge that
they are a people whom the Lord has blessed.

' will greatly rejoice in the Lord, my whole being shall exult in my God; for
he has clothed me with the garments of salvation, he has covered me with the
robe of righteousness, as a bridegroom decks himself with a garland, and as a
bride adorns herself with her jewels. ''For as the earth brings forth its shoots,
and as a garden causes what is sown in it to spring up, so the Lord God will
cause righteousness and praise to spring up before all the nations.

The Word of the Lord.

All: Thanks be to God

The Psalm
Psalm 126

"' When the Lord restored the fortunes of Zion, *
then were we like those who dream.

? Then was our mouth filled with laughter, *
and our tongue with shouts of j Joy

3 Then they said among the nations, *
“The Lord has done great thmgs for them.”

* The Lord has done great things for us, *
and we are glad indeed.

> Restore our fortunes, O Lord, *
like the watercourses of the Negev.

® Those who sowed with tears *
will reap with songs of joy.



’ Those who go out weeping, carrying the seed, *
will come again with joy, shouldering their sheaves.

The Epistle

1 Thessalonians 5:16-24
"®Rejoice always, ''pray without ceasing, '*give thanks in all circumstanc-
es; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you. Do not quench the
Spirit. *’Do not despise the words of prophets, *'but test everything; hold
fast to what is good; **abstain from every form of evil.
»May the God of peace himself sanctify you entirely; and may your spirit
and soul and body be kept sound and blameless at the coming of our Lord
Jesus Christ. **The one who calls you is faithful, and he will do this.
The Word of the Lord.
All: Thanks be to God

Gradual Hymn # 65 Prepare the way, O Zion

The Holy Gospel
John 1:6-8, 19-28
The Holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ According to John.
All: Glory to you, Lord Christ.

There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 'He came as a
witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. *He
himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light.

PThis is the testimony given by John when the Jews sent priests and Le-
vites from Jerusalem to ask him, “Who are you?” **He confessed and did
not deny it, but confessed, “I am not the Messiah.” 21 And they asked him,
“What then? Are you Elijah?” He said, “I am not.” “Are you the prophet?”
He answered, “No.” *Then they said to him, “Who are you? Let us have
an answer for those who sent us. What do you say about yourself?”” *He
said, “I am the voice of one crying out in the wilderness, ‘Make straight the
way of the Lord,”” as the prophet Isaiah said. **Now they had been sent
from the Pharisees. > They asked him, “Why then are you baptizing if you
are neither the Messiah, nor Elijah, nor the prophet?”**John answered
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them, “I baptize with water. Among you stands one whom you do not
know, *’the one who is coming after me; I am not worthy to untie the thong
of his sandal.” **This took place in Bethany across the Jordan where John
was baptizing.

The Word of the Lord.

All: Thanks be to God.

Homily
Rev. Kathie Galicia

The Nicene Creed

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, Maker of heaven and
earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally be-
gotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from
true God, begotten not made, of one being with the Father. Through
Him all things were made. For us and for our salvation He came down
from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit He became incarnate
from the Virgin Mary, and was made man.

For our sake, He was crucified under Pontius Pilate; He suffered death
and was buried.

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; He
ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and His
Kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds
from the Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son He is wor-
shipped and glorified.

He has spoken through the prophets.

We believe in one holy, catholic and apostolic Church.

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.

We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to
come. Amen



The Prayers of the People

Prayer of St. Francis of Assisi

Lord make us instruments of your peace.

Where there is hatred, let us sow love;
where there is injury, pardon;
where there is discord, union;
where there is doubt, faith;
where there is despair, hope;
where there is darkness, light;
where there is sadness, joy.
Grant that we may not so much seek to be consoled as to console;
to be understood as to understand;
to be loved as to love.
For it is in giving that we receive; it is in pardoning that we are par-
doned;
and it is in dying that we are born to eternal life. Amen.

The Confession of Sin
Celebrant: Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

All: Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have
left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not
loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly
repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and
forgive us, that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to
the glory of your Name. Amen.

Celebrant: Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins
through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the
power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen



The Rite of Peace

Celebrant: The peace of the Lord be always with you.
All: And also with you.

Blessings and Celebrations

Birthday Prayer
Watch over your children, O Lord, as their days increase; bless and guide
them wherever they may be. Strengthen them when they stand; comfort
them when discouraged or sorrowful; raise them up if they fall; and in their
hearts may your peace which passes understanding abide all the days of
their lives; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

Wedding Anniversary Prayer
O God, you have so consecrated the covenant of marriage that in it is
represented the spiritual unity between Christ and His Church. Send, there-
fore, your blessing upon these your servants, that they may so love, honor
and cherish each other in faithfulness and patience, in wisdom and true
godliness, that their home may be a haven of blessing and peace; through
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever. Amen.

Prayer for the Anniversary of Baptism
O God, you prepared your disciples for the coming of the Holy Spirit
through the teaching of your Son, Jesus Christ, who was first baptized by
John in the Jordan River. Bless this child of yours on the anniversary of
Baptism, that the gifts of the Holy Spirit may ever remain with them,
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

Prayer for the Sick
O God of heavenly powers, by the might of your command you drive away
from our bodies all sickness and all infirmity: Be present in your goodness
with your servant N., that sis weakness may be banished and Ais strength
restored; and that &is health being renewed, e may bless your holy Name;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen



For the Election of a Minister
Almighty God, giver of every good gift: Look graciously on your Church,
and so guide the minds of those who shall choose a rector for St. Paul's, that
we may receive a faithful pastor, who will care for your people and equip us
for our ministries; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Offertory Rite
Offertory Hymn # 62 Sleepers awake

The Holy Communion
The Great Thanksgiving

The Liturgy of the Eucharist

Celebrant: The Lord be with you.

All: And also with you.

Celebrant: Lift up your hearts.

All: We lift them to the Lord.

Celebrant: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

All: Itis right to give God thanks and praise.

Celebrant: It is truly right, and good and joyful, to give you thanks, all-holy
God, source of life and fountain of mercy. Because you sent your beloved
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Son to redeem us from sin and death, and to make us heirs in him of ever-
lasting life; that when he shall come again in power and great triumph to
judge the world, we may without shame or fear rejoice to behold his ap-
pearing.

Therefore, joining with Angels and Archangels and with the faithful of eve-
ry generation, we lift our voices with all creation as we sing:

Sanctus

Celebrant: Blessed are you, gracious God, creator of the universe and giver
of life. You formed us in your own image and called us to dwell in your
infinite love. You gave the world into our care that we might be your faith-
ful stewards and show forth your bountiful grace. But we failed to honor
your image in one another and in ourselves; we would not see your good-
ness in the world around us; and so we violated your creation, abused one
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another, and rejected your love. Yet you never ceased to care for us, and
prepared the way of salvation for all people.

Through Abraham and Sarah you called us into covenant with you. You
delivered us from slavery, sustained us in the wilderness, and raised up
prophets to renew your promise of salvation. Then, in the fullness of time,
you sent your eternal Word, made mortal flesh in Jesus. Born into the hu-
man family, and dwelling among us, he revealed your glory. Giving him-
self freely to death on the cross, he triumphed over evil, opening the way
of freedom and life.

On the night before he died for us, Our Savior Jesus Christ took bread, and
when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his friends, and
said: “Take, eat: This is my Body which is given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me.”

As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine, and when he had given
thanks, he gave it to them, and said: “Drink this, all of you: This is my
Blood of the new Covenant, which is poured out for you and for all for the
forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of
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me.

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:

All: Christ has died. Christ is Risen. Christ will come again.
Remembering his death and resurrection, we now present to you from your
creation this bread and this wine. By your Holy Spirit may they be for us
the Body and Blood of our Savior Jesus Christ. Grant that we who share
these gifts may be filled with the Holy Spirit and live as Christ’s Body in
the world.

Bring us into the everlasting heritage of your daughters and sons, that with
Mary, Paul, and all your saints, past, present, and yet to come, we may
praise your Name for ever.

Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spir-
it, to you be honor, glory, and praise, for ever and ever. Amen

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to sing,
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The Lord’s Prayer
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We break this bread to share in the Body of Christ.
All: We who are many are one body, for we all share in the one bread.

Agnus Dei

Je-sus,Lamb of God:_ have mer-cy oo us.___ Je-sus, bear-er of our sins:have

| I I } | |
’ | | }l !I L) i ‘\_ = - !
) S —

mer - ¢y on us. Je - sus,_ re-dem - er, re- deem-er, of __ the

I ; ! — [r——

k. = =)

i i 1 TR N — i —— T i

o

Il |
[ [ L7 I [ A [ \\J I % ! ! |- \_ [ . il |
S

®

world: give_ us your peace, give us___ your peace.
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Celebrant: The gifts of God for the people of God; take them in remem-
brance that Christ died for you. Feed on Him in your hearts by faith, with
thanksgiving.

All baptized persons are welcome to receive Holy Communion.
Communion Hymn Levas # 118 Spirit song

Closing Prayers

Celebrant: Let us Pray.

All: God of abundance, you have fed us with the bread of life and cup
of salvation; you have united us with Christ and one another; and you
have made us one with all your people in heaven and on earth. Now
send us forth in the power of your Spirit, that we may proclaim your
redeeming love to the world and continue for ever in the risen life of
Christ our Savior. Amen.

Final Blessing and Dismissal
Celebrant: The Lord be with you.

All: And also with you.

Celebrant: May Christ be our new beginning, the hope and salvation of the
world, and the blessing of God almighty, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, be
with you and remain with you for ever. Amen.

Recessional Hymn # 74 Blest be the King

Celebrant: Alleluia, go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
All: Thanks be to God. Alleluia!

Postlude Chuck Sheaffer
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December Ministry Schedule

Dec 3 Dec 10 | Dec 17 | Dec24 |Dec 24 Dec 31
Morning Prayer Spm family
Clergy Rev. Dondi |Rev. Lyn Rev. Kathie |Dcn. Greg Rev. Lyn | Rev. Kathie
Homily
Acolytes Annamary |Judy T Judy T Judy T Judy T
JimP Nancy S Nancy S Nancy S Nancy S
Lectors Ann M Barbara V. |Nancy S Steph G Joyce B Steph G
Christine J | Steph HW JAnn M Judy T Sarah H Christine J
Intercessor |Judy T Linda L Caroline L Nancy S Sarah H
Greeters William S | Ishmael H |ChristineJ |William S Claudine R | Phil M
Phil M Claudine R |Phil M Sarah H Carolyn L | Christine J
Ushers David L David L
Vestry Rep |Judy T Linda L Carolyn L  |Roberta B Nancy S Sarah H

We Have Gluten-free Wafers

Gluten-free communion wafers are available on request.
Please let one of the ushers know if you'd like to receive \_, e
gluten-free bread.

/{

If you have any pastoral needs, please contact the church office.

Every Sunday, collection cans for recycled aluminum cans

Recycling at St. Paul’s

]
A\ LJ

CREATION
CARE

and CA redeemable plastic are in the church entrance. Please

rinse and drain your recyclable plastic and aluminum cans before put-

ting them in the bins. The money from recycling will go to fund
"Creation Care" projects like our vegetable garden.
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Have You Pledged?

Thank you to everyone who has pledged so
far. If you haven't turned in your pledge
card yet, there are still some in the church
entry.

Socks!

Thank you for generously donating socks every Advent sea-
son in recent years. For this year any donations of socks will
be part of the ongoing collection for the Shower Shuttle. For

information about this ministry, contact Judy Thorkelson, 209-
531-5513.

Poinsettias for Christmas

Our sanctuary will be decorated with all the things that
show how special the Christmas season is for us at St.
Paul’s. If you want to donate towards the poinsettias that
will be in the sanctuary, please include that information
on a check or envelope. If you are making your donation
in honor or memory of a loved one, please include that

If you are not receiving email messages from St. Paul’s, please contact
Jeni in the church office so we can add you to our list.

Jeni Statzer: 209-522-3267 jstatzer@saintpaulsmodesto.org

The Episcopal Diocese of San Joaquin and the Central Deanery are hav-
ing a Christmas Party and Las Posadas on Saturday December 16th at
2:00 pm in Fresno at 4147 East Dakota Avenue.
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Prayer and Praise :s.rizio20s

- Please pray for healing and comfort for the
following people:

Theresa rieshaber Sarah Manfredoni

Craig Persons Ann Mootz’s sister-in-law

Pam & Mike Cox Bonnie Palmer

Suzy Cano Michael Thorington

Elaine Paradis Barbara Weeden

Carol Collier Leslie Littlefield

Susan Sell Darla Davisson

Linda’s Aunt Mudge Sharon Andrew’s daughter-in-law
Deacon George Family of Al Spina

Robin Magenot

- Susan Sell’s son Bryce for strength.

- Please pray for those in war torn areas everywhere; Ukraine, Holy
Land, Gaza, Palestine and Afghanistan.

- Please pray for the country of Ukraine and all the residents for
peace and healing.

- Please pray for the people of Hawaii, especially the victims of the
wildfires on Maui.

- Pray for the leaders of all nations for wisdom.
Please see Jeni's weekly email for the entire list.

If you have any prayers, praises or updates you would like added, please con-
tact Jeni using the church phone number 209-522-3267.
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ADVENT

prayer

For the Poor and Neglected in the
Book of Common Prayer:

LENDAR

DEar ST. PAULS FaMILY

As we get ready for Christmas, let's
build a bag or box of items that will
be donated to the newly estab-

2 3 lished St. Paul's Pantry. Start De-
CAKE MIX SALT & cember 1st and add items each
Whin It Viatld ba aesy tor PEPPER day. Bring it to church by Jan-
us to forget: the homeless uary 7th to help _StDCk the
and the destitute, the old and B 5 _ shelves. Help bring bless-
the sick, and all who have HUNGER BABY ings to our neighbors.
none to care for them. Help FACT DIAPERS Happy Advent!
us to heal those who are 6 7 8
broken in body or spirit,
and to turn their sorrow E:U?t; TEAUST]%_ VRIER
into joy. Grant this,

Almighty and most merciful God,
we remember before you all
poor and neglected persons

Ry 0 0 1 1
Y ' BAG OF BAR OF CAN OF ROX OF

fﬂr our Sake hE‘ DR"I" BEMS Smp TUM \JfLLG

came poor, Je-

sus Christ our 13 14 15

Lord. Amen PEANUT HUNGER DOGEGIE
BUTTER FACT BISCUITS

16 17 18 19
CANOF  CANOF  BAGOF  DEODOR-
VEGGIES FRUIT RICE ANT

20 21 22 23 24
HUNGER  OATMEAL  CANOF  INSTANT  PRAVER
CHICKEN ~ POTATOES

HUNBEr FacTs

5t. Paul’s Episcopal Church, Modesto, CA www .saintpaulsmodesto.org

17



ECCOA

et Famly Kot

Join us January 12 - 14, 2024 for a weekend
of games, snow play, relaxation, and fun!

Prices range from $150 single occupancy to
$460 for a family of 5.
Lodging/Meals/Supplies included

Please visit our website at www.ECCOyosemite.org
or call 559-683-8162 to register.
Registration Deadline: 1/3/24

A L ~ News about Diocesan events
T The Episcopal Diocese of San Joaquin Qi AL
- agement are available at the
Diocese of San Joaquin web-
site, https://www.diosanjoaquin.org. The “Friday Reflection” is available
through the “"News and Resources” link. To receive the Friday Reflection
directly to your in-box, sign up via the link at the top of the Home page.

Ny
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St. Paul’s Episcopal Church

Pastoral Team
Archdeacon Emeritus George Cano.......ccceevvevunieeennieenneeennneeeennnn 209-551-2304
Deacon Greg Masztal .......cccoovveviiiiniiieein e gregmasz@gmail.com

Parish Administrator and Facilities Coordinator
Jeni Statzer: 209-522-3267 .....ccevvivniiiiiniiieinies jstatzer@saintpaulsmodesto.org

Other Important Contacts

Music Director, Chuck Sheaffer......cccovevveviiiiiiiiiiieeen, cbshea@pacbell.net
Hand Bells, Judy Teter.....cccoiiiiiiieeieieeeeeeeer s er s ee e jipt@sbcglobal.net
Prayer Chain, Jeni Statzer ......ccccoovvveiiiiviiicnnncneennn, stpaulsmodestoca@gmail.com
St. Paul’s Epistle & Bulletin, Cherie Sheaffer.........ccoeevvvvnnnnene. cbshea@pacbell.net
St. Paul’s Web Page, Social Media, Deacon Greg Masztal ....gregmasz@gmail.com
Finance Committee, Judy Teter ......coovvvriiivevii e e jltpt@sbcglobal.net
Event Coordinator, Tracy Pugh......c..ccoovviiiiiiiiiiiiicieennn, vinofileincal@gmail.com
Stewardship Campaign, Sarah Hartmann ...................... shartmannl@charter.net
“Safeguarding God’s Children/People”................. Jeni Statzer & Stephanie Gilmer
Vestry

Senior Warden: Linda Lowe: 209-496-3937.....c.cccccvvevreennnnn. Iwlowe@outlook.com

Junior Warden: Carolyn List

Roberta Bearden, Sarah Hartmann, Carolyn List, Linda Lowe, Chuck Sheaffer,
Nancy Silva and Judy Teter

Treasurer: Stephanie Gilmer (non-vestry)

Vestry Clerk: Carolyn List

St. Paul's Episcopal Church of Modesto, CA
https://www.facebook.com/St-Pauls-Episcopal-Church-of-Modesto-CA-106952012668211/
facebook Then click on videos.

www. https://www.saintpaulsmodesto.org/
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