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Welcome to St. Paul’s Episcopal Church 
1528 Oakdale Road, Modesto, CA 95355 - (209) 522-3267 

www.saintpaulsmodesto.org 
 

Sixth Sunday of Easter, May 14, 2023 

Mission Statement 
We are a worshipping, inquiring and inclusive community united in Jesus’ 
name to change the world. 

Welcoming Statement 
We invite everyone to join in the communal life of the body of Christ, through 
participation and leadership in this congregation, and by fully sharing in the 
life and sacraments of this church. We affirm that each person is a child of 
God, and that those of every race, ethnicity, creed, age, gender, marital status, 
physical or mental ability, sexual orientation and gender identity are called to 
be one with us. 
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The Entrance Rite 
 

Prelude                                                                                   Chuck Sheaffer 
  

Processional Hymn  #119 Alleluia, Alleluia, hearts and voices 
      

Celebrant:  Alleluia, Alleluia, the Lord is Risen! 
All:  The Lord is Risen indeed, Alleluia, Alleluia! 

 

Gloria 
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Celebrant:   The Lord be with you. 
All:  And also with you 

Celebrant:   Let us Pray.    
O God, you have prepared for those who love you such good things as sur-
pass our understanding: Pour into our hearts such love towards you, that we, 
loving you in all things and above all things, may obtain your promises, 
which exceed all that we can desire; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 
Amen 

 

The First Lesson 
Acts 17:22-31 

22Then Paul stood in front of the Areopagus and said, “Athenians, I see how 
extremely religious you are in every way. 23For as I went through the city 
and looked carefully at the objects of your worship, I found among them an 
altar with the inscription, ‘To an unknown god.’ What therefore you worship 
as unknown, this I proclaim to you. 24The God who made the world and eve-
rything in it, he who is Lord of heaven and earth, does not live in shrines 
made by human hands, 25nor is he served by human hands, as though he 
needed anything, since he himself gives to all mortals life and breath and all 
things. 26From one ancestor he made all nations to inhabit the whole earth, 
and he allotted the times of their existence and the boundaries of the places 
where they would live, 27so that they would search for God and perhaps 
grope for him and find him—though indeed he is not far from each one of 
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us. 28For ‘In him we live and move and have our being’; as even some of 
your own poets have said, ‘For we too are his offspring.’ 29Since we are 
God’s offspring, we ought not to think that the deity is like gold, or silver, 
or stone, an image formed by the art and imagination of mortals. 30While 
God has overlooked the times of human ignorance, now he commands all 
people everywhere to repent, 31because he has fixed a day on which he will 
have the world judged in righteousness by a man whom he has appointed, 
and of this he has given assurance to all by raising him from the dead.”  

The Word of the Lord.     All:   Thanks be to God. 
 

 

The Psalm 
Psalm 66:7-18 

7 Bless our God, you peoples; * 
       make the voice of his praise to be heard; 
8 Who holds our souls in life, * 
       and will not allow our feet to slip. 
9 For you, O God, have proved us; * 
       you have tried us just as silver is tried. 
10 You brought us into the snare; * 
       you laid heavy burdens upon our backs. 
11 You let enemies ride over our heads; 
   we went through fire and water; * 
       but you brought us out into a place of refreshment. 
12 I will enter your house with burnt-offerings 
   and will pay you my vows, * 
       which I promised with my lips 
       and spoke with my mouth when I was in trouble. 
13 I will offer you sacrifices of fat beasts 
   with the smoke of rams; * 
       I will give you oxen and goats. 
14 Come and listen, all you who fear God, * 
       and I will tell you what he has done for me. 
15 I called out to him with my mouth, * 
       and his praise was on my tongue. 



5 

16 If I had found evil in my heart, * 
       the Lord would not have heard me; 
17 But in truth God has heard me; * 
       he has attended to the voice of my prayer. 
18 Blessed be God, who has not rejected my prayer, * 
       nor withheld his love from me.  
  

 

The Second Lesson 
1 Peter 3:13-22 

13Now who will harm you if you are eager to do what is good? 14But even if 
you do suffer for doing what is right, you are blessed. Do not fear what they 
fear, and do not be intimidated, 15but in your hearts sanctify Christ as Lord. 
Always be ready to make your defense to anyone who demands from you an 
accounting for the hope that is in you; 
16yet do it with gentleness and reverence. Keep your conscience clear, so 
that, when you are maligned, those who abuse you for your good conduct in 
Christ may be put to shame. 17For it is better to suffer for doing good, if suf-
fering should be God’s will, than to suffer for doing evil. 
18For Christ also suffered for sins once for all, the righteous for the unright-
eous, in order to bring you to God. He was put to death in the flesh, but made 
alive in the spirit, 19in which also he went and made a proclamation to the 
spirits in prison, 20who in former times did not obey, when God waited pa-
tiently in the days of Noah, during the building of the ark, in which a few, 
that is, eight persons, were saved through water. 
21And baptism, which this prefigured, now saves you—not as a removal of 
dirt from the body, but as an appeal to God for a good conscience, through 
the resurrection of Jesus Christ, 22who has gone into heaven and is at the 
right hand of God, with angels, authorities, and powers made subject to him. 
The Word of the Lord 
All:  Thanks be to God 

 
 

Gradual Hymn #651 This is my Father’s world 
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The Holy Gospel 
John 14:15-21 

The Holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ According to John. 
All: Glory to you, Lord Christ.  
 

15”If you love me, you will keep my commandments. 16And I will ask the 
Father, and he will give you another Advocate, to be with you forever.17This 
is the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees 
him nor knows him. You know him, because he abides with you, and he will 
be in you. 
18”I will not leave you orphaned; I am coming to you. 19In a little while the 
world will no longer see me, but you will see me; because I live, you also 
will live. 20On that day you will know that I am in my Father, and you in me, 
and I in you. 21They who have my commandments and keep them are those 
who love me; and those who love me will be loved by my Father, and I will 
love them and reveal myself to them.” 
 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
All:  Praise to you, Lord Christ.  

 

Homily 
Rev. Lyn Morlan 

 
The Nicene Creed 

BCP page 358 
 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, Maker of heaven and 
earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.  

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally be-
gotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from 
true God, begotten not made, of one being with the Father. Through Him all 
things were made.  For us and for our salvation He came down from heav-
en: by the power of the Holy Spirit He became incarnate from the Virgin 
Mary, and was made man. 

For our sake, He was crucified under Pontius Pilate; He suffered death and 



7 

was buried.  

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; He as-
cended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and His King-
dom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds 
from the Father and the Son.  With the Father and the Son He is wor-
shipped and glorified. 

He has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy, catholic and apostolic Church.  

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  

We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.  
Amen 

The Prayers of the People 
                                   

The Rite of Peace 

Celebrant: The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

All:  And also with you. 

 

Blessings and Celebrations 

Birthday Prayer 

Watch over your children, O Lord, as their days increase; bless and guide them 
wherever they may be. Strengthen them when they stand; comfort them when dis-
couraged or sorrowful; raise them up if they fall; and in their hearts may your 
peace which passes understanding abide all the days of their lives; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen 

Wedding Anniversary Prayer 

O God, you have so consecrated the covenant of marriage that in it is         
represented the spiritual unity between Christ and His Church. Send, there-
fore, your blessing upon these your servants, that they may so love, honor 
and cherish each other in faithfulness and patience, in wisdom and true 
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godliness, that their home may be a haven of blessing and peace; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

Prayer for the Anniversary of Baptism 

O God, you prepared your disciples for the coming of the Holy Spirit 
through the teaching of your Son, Jesus Christ, who was first baptized by 
John in the Jordan River. Bless this child of yours on the anniversary of 
Baptism, that the gifts of the Holy Spirit may ever remain with them, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  Amen.   

Prayer for the Sick 

O God of heavenly powers, by the might of your command you drive away 
from our bodies all sickness and all infirmity: Be present in your goodness 
with your servant N., that his weakness may be banished and his strength 
restored; and that his health being renewed, he may bless your holy Name; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 
 

Offertory Hymn #455 O love of God, how strong and true 
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The Holy Communion 
The Great Thanksgiving  

Eucharistic Prayer A   BCP page 361 
 

Celebrant: The Lord be with you.  
People: And also with you.  
Celebrant: Lift up your hearts.  
People: We lift them to the Lord.  
Celebrant: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
People: It is right to give God thanks and praise.  
Celebrant:  It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere 
to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.  But 
chiefly are we bound to praise you for the glorious resurrection of your Son 
Jesus Christ our Lord; for he is the true Paschal Lamb, who was sacrificed 
for us, and has taken away the sin of the world.  By his death he has de-
stroyed death, and by his rising to life again he has won for us everlasting 
life.  Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archan-
gels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to 
proclaim the glory of your name:  

Sanctus 
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Celebrant: Holy and gracious Father, in your infinite love you made us for 
yourself; and when we had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and 
death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to 
share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, 
the God and Father of us all. 

He stretched out His arms upon the cross, and offered Himself, in obedi-
ence to your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world. 

On the night He was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus 
Christ took bread; and when He had given thanks to you, He broke it, and 
gave it to His disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is giv-
en for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

After supper he took the cup of wine, and when he had given thanks, he 
gave it to them and said, “Drink this all of you, this is my Blood of the New 
Covenant, which is shed for you and for all for the forgiveness of sins. 
Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 

Therefore, we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

All:   Christ has died.  Christ is risen.  Christ will come again. 

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of 
praise and thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, 
we offer you these gifts. 

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and 
Blood of your Son, the holy food and drink of new and unending life in 
Him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, 
and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us 
with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom. 

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ.  By Him, and with Him and 
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in Him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours,  Almighty 
Father, now and for ever.    

All:    Amen 

Celebrant:  And now as our savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to sing 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Celebrant:  Christ, our Passover, is sacrificed for us. 
All:  Therefore, let us keep the feast.  Alleluia. 

 

Agnus Dei 
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Celebrant: The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remem-
brance that Christ died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with 
thanksgiving. 

 All baptized persons are welcome to receive Holy Communion. 
 

Communion Hymn #317 This is the hour of banquet and of song 
 

 
Closing Prayers 

Celebrant:  Let us pray. 

All:  Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as 
living members of your Son, our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed 
us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of His Body and Blood.  Send us 
now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love 
and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart, through Christ our 
Lord.  Amen.  

 

Prayer of St. Francis of Assisi 
BCP page 833 

 

Lord make us instruments of your peace. 
 

Where there is hatred, let us sow love; 
 where there is injury, pardon;  
 where there is discord, union; 
 where there is doubt, faith;  
 where there is despair, hope; 
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The flowers at the altar today are given to the 
Glory of God  

by Nancy Silva 

 where there is darkness, light;  
 where there is sadness, joy. 
 

Grant that we may not so much seek to be consoled as to console; 
 to be understood as to understand;  
 to be loved as to love. 
 

For it is in giving that we receive; it is in pardoning that we are pardoned;  
 and it is in dying that we are born to eternal life.  Amen. 
 

Final Blessing and Dismissal 
 

Celebrant:  The Lord be with you. 

All:  And also with you.   

        The blessing is bestowed. 
 

Recessional Hymn #492 Sing ye faithful, sing with gladness 

Celebrant: Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Spir-
it. Alleluia, Alleluia! 

All:  Thanks be to God, Alleluia, Alleluia! 
 

Postlude:                                                                          Chuck Sheaffer  
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Prayer and Praise   
as of 5-8-2023 

 Please pray for the Christians in India, 
they are under attack of the enemy. 7,000 
people have lost their homes and 45 
churches have been destroyed.  

 Please pray for James Himes (Christine 
Jaynes's Son) for healing and that his medi-

cal treatment will go well.  

 Please pray for Bishop Jerry Lamb and his family on the passing 
of his wife, Jane Mary Lamb. 

 Please pray for Bonnie Palmer's brother Sam, for healing and re-
covery from his heart surgery last week.  

 Please pray for Zach Statzer (Jeni's son) who has an appointment 
with a specialist on the 10th to go over his CT scan results 

 Please pray for healing, comfort, strength and guidance for Susan 
Sell. Susan is new to the St. Paul's Family. 

 Prayers for healing, comfort and strength as Michael Thorington 
continues to recover from surgery. 

 Please pray for Ann Mootz’s sister-in-law. Pray for strength to en-
dure what is ahead and for her complete recovery. Also, for 
peace for her family and friends.  

 Darla Davisson has asked us to pray for people who have hate in 
their hearts. 

 Please pray for Sharon Andrews’ son and daughter-in-law for 
healing, comfort, guidance and strength.  

 Please pray for strength and healing for Elaine Paradis 

 Pray for healing and God's wisdom for Ralph (Linda Lowe's brother)  

 Please pray for healing and comfort for Rebecca, a friend of Eric 
Sheaffer. Pray also that her latest treatment will be successful.  

 Continue to pray for healing and comfort for the Munroe's. 

 Continue prayers for healing for Rj. 
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The chart to sign up for flowers for 2023 is in the nar-
thex. Now is your chance to sign-up for the dates you 
want before they are taken. 

Free Covid Tests 
We have free Covid tests available in the Narthex or the church office. 

- Jeni 

If you have any pastoral needs, please contact the church office. 

 Continue to pray for relief from pain, healing, strength, courage 
and patience for Carol Collier.  

 Update on Christine Judd:  Please pray that they will be able to 
find a good place for her to go upon release from the rehab hospital.  

 Please pray for those who may be alone or struggling in someway. 

 Please pray for our Vestry. 

 Continued prayers for the search committee. 

If you have any prayers, praises or updates you would like added, please con-
tact Jeni using the church phone number 209-522-3267. 

The Friday Reflection of May 5, 3033 announced the passing of Jane Mary 
Lamb, beloved wife of The Rt. Rev’d Jerry A. Lamb, on the 25th of April 
3023 in Las Cruces, New Mexico. 

We are deeply saddened by the loss of such a special lady. 

Condolences may be sent to Bishop Jerry A. Lamb 

1065 Villita Loop, Las Cruces, New Mexico 8807-6827. 
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Meetings, News and Needs 
 Please hold onto your paper and plastic bags 
for the Salvation Army Food Commodities Pro-
gram. We have run out of room to store them so 
if you can please keep the bags you have at your 
home for a while, Judy Teter will let you know 
when they are needed again. Thanks! 

 Tai Chi meets in the Parish Hall every Tues. and Thurs. from 9-10. 

 Food Distribution continues in the Parish Hall the 1st Wednesday 
of every month from 11 to 12 noon. 

 If you are interested in joining our choir, please contact Chuck 
Sheaffer. Contact info on page 19 

 If you are interested in playing hand bells, please contact Judy 
Teter. Contact info on page 19 

 Paint and Succulents Day - Want to create something beautiful for 
all seasons?  Need help or encouragement with painting and 
planting? On June 10th come paint a flower pot guided by a local 
artist and fill it with lovely succulent plants while learning about 
them.  All materials will be included to decorate the pot and finish 
it with a variety of plants.  See the flyer on page 18 

 Mark your calendars the Halloween party is back! October 28th. 
More information to come but this will give you some time to start 
planning your costume.  

 The first Sunday of the month there is a donation box for Inter-
faith Ministries (Now called The Stanislaus Food Initiative)  

 There will be a basket in the narthex for the Shower Shuttle, they 
always need underwear and socks! We will also be putting to-
gether hygiene kits and need two-blade razors, toothbrushes, 
toothpaste, travel Kleenex, combs and q-tips. Clothes soap and 
dryer sheets are also a big need.  

 There will be a clothing donation box for MoPride in the narthex. 
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We will be collecting clothing year around. They are also in need 
of feminine hygiene products. Also, watch for upcoming events 
we will be sponsoring and consider attending to show our love. 

 If you are interested in helping with the food giveaway the first 
Wednesday of each month please contact Judy Teter. 

 If you are interested in helping with Salvation Army dinners 
please contact Linda Lowe 

 If you are interested in helping Knit One, Pray Two please con-
tact Gayle Ivy 

May Ministry Schedule 
      May 7     May 14      May 21     May 28 

Clergy  Rev. Dondi Rev. Lyn Rev. Kathie Rev. Lyn 
Homily Rev. Dondi Dcn. Greg Rev. Kathie Rev. Lyn 
 

Acolytes Judy T Jim P Judy T Nancy S  
 Claudine Annamary Claudine Judy T  
 

Lectors Judy T Sarah H Nancy S Steph G 
 Ann M Christine J Steph HW Barbara V 
n 

Intercessor Judy T Brandi A Linda L Carolyn L 
 

Greeters & Ishmael H Christine J Phil M Christine J  
Ushers Carolyn L Claudine  Sarah H Linda L 
 

Vestry Rep Judy T Brandi A Linda L Carolyn L 
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JUNE 
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St. Paul’s Episcopal Church 
 

Pastoral Team 

Archdeacon Emeritus George Cano................................................ 209-551-2304 

Deacon Greg Masztal ........................................................ gregmasz@gmail.com 
 

 

Parish Administrator and Facilities Coordinator 

Jeni Statzer: 209-522-3267 ................................ jstatzer@saintpaulsmodesto.org  
 

 

Other Important Contacts 

Music Director, Chuck Sheaffer ............................................ cbshea@pacbell.net 

Hand Bells, Judy Teter ........................................................... jlpt@sbcglobal.net 

Prayer Chain, Jeni Statzer ..................................... stpaulsmodestoca@gmail.com  

St. Paul’s Epistle & Bulletin, Cherie Sheaffer .......................... cbshea@pacbell.net 

St. Paul’s Web Page, Social Media, Deacon Greg Masztal .... gregmasz@gmail.com 

Finance Committee, Judy Teter ............................................. jltpt@sbcglobal.net 

Event Coordinator, Tracy Pugh ....................................... vinofileincal@gmail.com 

Stewardship Campaign, Sarah Hartmann ....................... shartmann1@charter.net 

“Safeguarding God’s Children/People” ................. Jeni Statzer & Stephanie Gilmer 
 

 

Vestry 

Senior Warden: Linda Lowe: 209-496-3937 ........................ lwlowe@outlook.com 

Junior Wardens:  Carolyn List & Vickie Winchester 
 

Brandi Anderson, Roberta Bearden, Sarah Hartmann, Carolyn List, Linda Lowe, 
Chuck Sheaffer, Nancy Silva, Judy Teter and Vickie Winchester 
 

Treasurer:  Stephanie Gilmer (non-vestry) 

Vestry Clerk:  Carolyn List  
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St. Paul's Episcopal Church of Modesto, CA 
https://www.facebook.com/St-Pauls-Episcopal-Church-of-Modesto-CA-106952012668211/  

Then click on videos. 

www.https://www.saintpaulsmodesto.org/  

 St. Paul's Episcopal Church Modesto CA 
     https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCBABwqOZphWFUZVjnc7eFqw  


